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NOTE TO THE ATTENTION OF MR GEERT DANCET, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
EUROPEAN CHEMICALSAGENCY (ECHA)

Subject: Request to evaluate, in accordance with Directive 98/24/EC on the
protection of the health and safety of workersfrom therisksrelated
to chemical agentsat work (CAD) and/or Directive 2004/37/EC on
the protection of workersfrom therisksrelated to exposureto
carcinogens or mutagensat work (CMD) the following chemical
compounds: 4,4'-methylenebig[2-chlor oaniling] (MOCA), ar senic
acid and itsinorganic salts, nickel and its compounds, acrylonitrile
and benzene

During the last months the Commission services had some exchanges on the REACH
and OSH interface, in particular on the work conducted by two scientific committees, the
Scientific Committee on Occupational Exposure Limits (SCOEL) and the ECHA Risk
Assessment Committee (RAC), both responsible for recommending exposure limit
values, i.e. Occupationa Exposure Limits (OEL) and Derived No Effect Levels (DNEL),
under two respective legidative instruments, Occupational Safety and Heath (OSH)
legislation and REACH.

The outcome of the work of the joint task force RAC and SCOEL on 1-methyl-2-
pyrrolidone (NMP) has highlighted significant divergences in the working practices and,
sometimes diverging, recommendations of the two Committees. Given the common
function of such limit values in protecting workers, it is not considered practical or
efficient to request both Committees to continue to work on the same chemical
substances.

In this regard, the Commission, in view of the preparation of the third and fourth
proposal for an amendment of Directive 2004/37/EC, and in line with the 2017
Commission Communication ‘ Safer and Healthier Work for All’ - Modernisation of the
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EU Occupational Safety and Health Legislation and Policy’?, has decided to ask the
advice of RAC to assess the scientific relevance of occupationa exposure limits for some
carcinogenic chemical substances.

This advice shall include a recommendation to be given to the Advisory Committee on
Safety and Health at Work (ACSH) in line with the OSH legidlative procedures and with
the format used by SCOEL in drafting its opinion. We also attach for your information
the methodology used by SCOEL to prepare its opinions.

Therefore, the Commission would like to ask you to request RAC to provide the
evaluations on two substances:
o 4 .4'-methylenebig2-chloroaniling] (MOCA) and

e arsenic acid and itsinorganic salts.

This request is to support the Commission, by providing scientific advice, to take action
on the Proposal to amend Directive 2004/37/EC (3 wave of amendment).

We would like to receive the two opinions by 29 May 2017, in order to launch the
consultation of the Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work and to facilitate
proposing these two substances in the 3“amendment to the Directive 2004/37/EC.

In view of the preparation of the 4™ amendment to the Directive 2004/37/EC scheduled
in 2019, the Commission would like to ask you to request RAC to review, evaluate the
information already available and assess the most recent scientific information on:

e nickel and its compounds

e acrylonitrile

e benzene
in order to provide their dose-response relationships by 26 March 2018.

These requests are made in accordance with Article 77 (3) (c) of REACH.

We would be grateful for your agreement to this request and would ask you to take the
necessary steps.

e-signed e-signed e-signed
Kestutis Sadauskas Carlo Pettinglli Stefan Olsson
DG Environment DG Internal Market, DG Employment
Industry, Entrepreneurship
and SMEs

1 COM(2017) 12 fina



Enclosures:

- SCOEL template

- SCOEL opinion on MOCA

- SCOEL methodology

CC: J. Mam, J. De Brujin, M.Vainio, P. Rodrigues Iglesias, T. Bowmer (ECHA)
B. Hansen, C. De Avila, S. Bintein, C. Heidorn (DG ENV)
K. Berend, M. Hocine, I. Forsyth, M. Fernandes De Barros (DG GROW)
A. Banczyk, C. Grevfors Ernoult, Z. Podniece, A. Morris (DG EMPL)
E. Lecoq (SG)
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