General comments on the recommendation to include the substance in Annex XIV, including the prioritisation of the substance:
Advantages of Trichloroethylene has been successfully used in our Company since 1990, producing excellent results in both component cleaning and health and safety records as given below.
The use of chlorinated solvents such as Trichloroethylene is the most effective solution for dissolving oils and greases in the market and will successfully clean components of complex geometries and eliminate trapped liquid (via evaporation). The load is completely dry on leaving the plant. Process times are quicker. Hermetically sealed equipment significantly reduces solvent usage and minimises operator risk, as the latest batch of testing using MDHS 70 - General methods for sampling airborne gases and vapours, indicated that the operator undertaking degreasing was exposed to significant low levels of trichloroethylene below the relevant WEL’s at <1.0 mgm/-3. Static monitoring also indicated very low airborne concentrations.
Substitutes such as aqueous systems were considered but were found to have their own specific problems.
Effluent treatment costs are high and could adversely affect the environment. Difficulties exist in drying components, blind holes, fine threads and complex geometric shapes are difficult to clean and increase other hazards to remedy them. Aqueous detergents are usually “soil and material specific” making selection difficult and unmanageable, increasing possible substance hazards and can corrode equipment.
Effects on the business if we were unable to use trichloroethylene to clean our products other cleaning methods would need to be used locally throughout the plant, such as aerosol based cleaners, which would significantly increase the usage of VOC’s as well as increasing operating costs which would have obvious effects on our competitiveness in the market place.

Comments on the proposed dates:
We believe the dates are far too short in order to adequately manage and implementation programme of an alternative solution and to allow trails of the alternatives to be tested adequately in the timescales our products are used. Confidence in the preparation of the components without using Trichloroethylene is low as the product is perfect for our components and work flow processes.

Comments on uses that should be exempted, including reasons for that:
In terms of our processes, use of the substance should be within an enclosed system ONLY, avoiding significant exposure to the operator or workforce during normal operations and very low levels during any maintenance of the plant. With our Company having significantly invested in the plant and equipment to safely use Trichloroethylene, we wouldn't fully realise our investment if the base of use was removed from us.

Comments on uses for which review periods should be included in Annex XIV, including reasons for that:
Use on fully enclosed systems, approved by local permit and regulatory authorities, using recommended safety container equipment and transfer means, synonymous with an enclosed system.


