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18 December 2020 
 
 
Tim Bowmer 
Chairman of the Committee for Risk Assessment 
European Chemicals Agency 
Telakkakatu 6 
00150 Helsinki 
Finland 
 
RE: Comments on Proposal for Harmonized Classification and Labelling 
 
Dear Mr. Bowmer, 
 
The Household & Commercial Products Association1 (HCPA) appreciates the opportunity to 
provide comments on the Proposal for Harmonized Classification and Labelling2 of Benzyl 
Alcohol, CAS Number 100-51-6.  HCPA supports the use of sound science to determine the 
hazard class and category code of substances and our comments are specific to the 
classification addition of Skin Sensitizer 1B.   
 
Benzyl alcohol has multiple uses within the formulations of consumer and commercial 
products.  Accurate and scientifically supported classifications are necessary to avoid 
unintended consequences on manufacturers and marketers of formulated products that utilize 
benzyl alcohol as a component and their ability to innovate new products with this substance.   
 
HCPA appreciates the detailed overview of the available data for skin sensitization from 
exposure to benzyl alcohol, but we do not believe the data supports the proposed classification.  
The data presented points to a “low to no” potential for sensitization.  Within the CLP criteria, 
the aspect “severity of reaction may also be considered” should be utilized when substances 
show a low frequency of occurrence in humans and animals, which is the case with the data 
presented.  Further, the data is inconsistent, and the conclusions presented within the proposal 
are not aligned with the reports from the Research Institute of Fragrance Materials (RIFM) that 
are referenced. 
 

 
1 The Household & Commercial Products Association (HCPA) is the premier trade association representing 
companies that manufacture and sell $180 billion annually of trusted and familiar products used for cleaning, 
protecting, maintaining, and disinfecting homes and commercial environments. HCPA member companies employ 
200,000 people in the U.S. whose work helps consumers and workers to create cleaner, healthier and more 
productive lives. 
2 Proposal is available at https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/16302e9f-6501-8da5-321c-31c80b01f66d  
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HCPA is unaware of any indication that exposure to benzyl alcohol would cause skin 
sensitization to consumers or workers, thus HCPA asks that the classification of Skin Sensitizer 
1B be reconsidered until more information is developed and provided to reach this 
classification.  It is critical for sound science to be utilized when determining these 
classifications; otherwise, there can be unintended consequences for the products which 
consumers and workers depend on for their daily lives. 
 
HCPA appreciates the opportunity to offer these comments on the proposal for Proposal for 
Harmonized Classification and Labelling of Benzyl Alcohol.   
 
 
 


