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Harmonized Classification and Labelling of Benzyl alcohol (CAS
100-51-6)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

in the CLH report, Proposal for Harmonized Classification and Labelling based on
Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 (CLP Regulation), Annex VI, Part 2: benzyl alcohol
Version 2.0 of September 2020 it is being proposed to classify benzyl alcohol as skin
sensitizer 1B and to label it with H 317.

LANXESS commented on the mentioned skin sensitization effects in the Substance

Evaluation Decision (Draft Decision from 2017) already with the following conclusion:
“Overall, the registrant would like to ask” the authorities “to re-assess the justification

for a classification of skin sensitization for benzyl alcohol. In our view a sensitization
rate of up to 0.3 % in very large collectives of dermatitis patients over decades seems
not to meet the criteria of Reg. (EU) 1272/2008 of a “substantial” number of persons.
This conclusion is in line with current scientific evaluations (MAK 2017). Regarding
animal data a recent LLNA indicated no sensitizing potential. The other available
animal studies from 1977 and 1978 with limited documentation and inconclusive
results should be overruled by that newer test result.”

Professor |l independent toxicological expert, assessed the animal and in
vitro skin sensitization data of benzyl alcohol in November this year and further
supports the taken conclusion of LANXESS. He concluded that based on the
assessed data benzyl alcohol lacks the potential to induce skin sensitization. A
detailed report is provided by him separately.

LANXESS would also like to refer to the attached Medical surveillance report of LXS
manufacturing plant personnel (attached under confidential attachment). Symptoms
indicating sensitization or allergic reaction were not observed during the production
of Benzyl alcohol.
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Taking this data all together LANXESS still concludes that benzylalcohol does not
meet the criteria of Reg. (EU) 1272/2008 to be classified as Skin Sensitizer.
17. December 2020

Commentation against the
Harmonised classification on Skin
Sensitisation of benzyl alcohol

LANXESS Deutschland GmbH on behalf of the Benzylalcohol consortium (including
the members LANXESS Deutschland GmbH, Emerald Kalama Chemical B.V. and

Valtris AO Maastricht BV.)






