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1. alternative IDentity and properties

The market of fungicides offers only a limited number of active ingredients that are suitable for dry-film preservatives. 
2. Technical feasibility

Replacement of Carbendazim in paint is technically feasible. However, the substitution of the active ingredient in the paint system is a very complex exercise given that it would be necessary to test the chemical compatibility of a new formulation with other ingredients present in our paint products. 

3. Economic feasibility 

Alternative fungicides are more expensive. 
4. Hazards and risks of the alternative

Our current knowledge of alternatives does not allow us to have an opinion about their risk profile. This might be different in the future when all the fungicides used as dry-film preservatives will have been assessed under the BPR.
5. Availability

It is difficult to assess the availability of alternatives (on a long term basis) given that many of them still have to be reviewed under the BPR. 
6. Conclusion on suitability and availability of the Alternative

We cannot draw conclusions over the future availability of alternative active ingredients due to the ongoing BPR review process. But there is a risk that in the future there will be an insufficient number of active ingredients technically suitable and present on the European market.
7. other comments
Carbendazim is a broad-spectrum antifungal active ingredient and the use of fungicides remain the most effective way for addressing the problem of microbial growth on exterior paint films.

Given the limited number of technically suitable fungicides available on the European market, we believe that Carbendazim should remain on the market and therefore support its inclusion in the Annex I. 
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