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Intentional use of microplastics



Why is it a concern?
• More and more used

• Wide-spread in the environment

• Small particles are easily ingested

• Very resistant to (bio)-degradation

• Impossible to remove once in the environment

Credit: Plymouth Marine Laboratory



Elements of the proposed restriction



Elements of the proposed restriction
Prohibition on ‘placing on the market’ 
uses where MP releases to the 
environment are inevitable

Derogated uses
uses with no MP release; already 
regulated; uses at industrial site

Improved instructions for use
uses where MP release can be minimised

Mandatory ‘reporting’
identity, description of use (function), 
tonnage, releases
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Phased implementation

‘Microbeads’

Other users

Reporting 
requirement

Labelling
requirements

MD / IVD

EiF

12 months

18 months

2 years

Rinse-off 
cosmetics

Detergent & 
maintenance
Agriculture & 
horticulture

Leave-on
cosmetics

4 years

5 years

6 years



(Bio)degradability: a way forward

• Derogation - §3(a) Polymers that occur in 
nature that have not been chemically 
modified (other than by hydrolysis)

• Derogation - §3(b) Polymers that are 
(bio)degradable

Both are not microplastics and are not subject 
to any restriction on placing on the market, 
labelling or reporting



A driver for innovation, substitution 
and sustainability
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Commitment and…



…Innovation is already happening
Cosmetics: Celus-Bi®Feel tested readily 
biodagradable (OECD 301:2014 method)

Source: Roelmi HPC



Public consultation is on-going

• By 20 September 2019

• Through the dedicated webform:
https://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-
consideration/-/substance-rev/22921/term

• Final opinions: March 2020

https://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-consideration/-/substance-rev/22921/term


Take home messages

• The proposal is wide-ranging and ambitious

• Far-reaching consequences, but innovation 
and sustainable substitution are built into the 
proposal and appear to be possible

• Participate in the public consultation



Thank you!

Follow our news

Newsletter: echa.europa.eu/subscribe
Facebook: European Chemicals Agency
LinkedIn: European Chemicals Agency

YouTube: EUchemicals
Twitter: EU_ECHA

sandrine.lefevre-brevart@echa.europa.eu
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