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Preface

This document describes specific provisions for the labelling and packaging of chemical
substances and mixtures under Titles III and IV of the Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008%
(the CLP Regulation or “"CLP"). The aim of this document is to assist manufacturers,
importers, downstream users and distributors of substances and mixtures in the effective
application of the CLP Regulation.

This guidance includes relevant amendments from the 29, 4th, 5t and 8% Adaptations to
Technical Progress (ATPs) to the CLP Regulation, as well as the changes brought about
by the ATP to the CLP Regulation related to labelling and packaging of liquid laundry
detergents in a soluble packaging for single use (Regulation (EU) No 1297/2014).

This document also includes relevant changes introduced by Commission Regulation (EU)
2017/542, which amends the CLP Regulation by adding Annex VIII on harmonised
information relating to emergency health response.

All current ECHA guidance documents are available on the ECHA website at:
https://echa.europa.eu/support/guidance.

1 Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December
2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures, amending and
repealing Directives 67/548/EEC and 1999/45/EC, and amending Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006;
0OJ L 353 31.12.2008, p. 1 (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02008R1272-20150601)



https://echa.europa.eu/support/guidance
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02008R1272-20150601
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02008R1272-20150601

Guidance on Labelling and Packaging
6 Version 4.2 — March 2021

Table of Contents

[ 3 ] X ! 5
1. INTRODUCGTION.......oceiiieiieeciree et s rea s reasrrassrreassremssrrassssenssrenssssanssrenssssnnssrensnrens 10
1.1 Who should read this document?.................ccco 10
1.2 Whatisin thisdocument? ... 10
2. GENERAL OVERVIEW ........coiieiiieeiiriiireeiremsssssssenssssnssssensssenssssensssenssssensssenssssnnns 11
2.1 Legal BackgroUnd ... 11
2.2 Scope of labelling and packaging under the CLP Regulation ........................ 12
2.3 Derogations from labelling requirements for special cases........................... 13
2.4 Timelines for classification, labelling, packaging and updating of CLP
RAZAPA LADEIS ... ..o e ettt 13
3. REQUIREMENTS OF LABELLING AND PACKAGING IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE CLP REGULATION ......oociiiiiiiteirteireeressresssesssesssesssesssesssesssesssesssesssenssans 14
3.1 General labelling rul@s..................ooi e 14
3.2 Elements of the CLP hazard label ..., 14
3.3 Location of information on the CLP hazard label....................ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiinen, 15
3.4 CLP rules on packaging of substances and mixtures................................o. 17
3.4.1 Child-resistant fastening and tactile warnings of danger...................ccccoccevinne 18
3.4.2 Liquid consumer laundry detergents in soluble packaging for single use.......... 21
4. RULES FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE CLP LABEL ELEMENTS............... 23
4.1 Contact details of the supplier ... 23
4.2 Product identifi@rs ... 23
G.2.1 SUDSTANCES ... ———— 23
L N i A 1) T T =Y PR 25
4.3 Hazard PIiCtOGIramIS ...........ooooiiiiii ettt e st e et et e e saae e s aeesntae e sneeenraaans 27
4.3.1 General information.............oooooi 27
4.3.2 Shape, colour and dimeNSIONS ... 27
4.3.3 PreCeAEBNCE FUIES ...ttt e e e et e e e e e e e ra e e e e e e eeaes 28
4.3.4 Blank PIiCtOGIamMIS ..........ooiiiiiiii ettt b et 29
4.4 SIGNAl WOEAS ..ottt e st st e e saa e e ssteeataeeanteeareeans 30
4.5 Hazard statements ... 30
4.6 Precautionary statements................oo e 32
4.7 Codes for hazard and precautionary statements ... 33
4.8 Supplemental labelling information.......................cccii 33
4.8.1 Obligatory supplemental labelling information ..., 34
4.8.1.1 Unique formula identifier (UFL) ..ottt e s e e neee s 40
4.8.2 Non-obligatory supplemental labelling information ... 43
5. GUIDANCE ON PARTICULAR ASPECTS OF CLP HAZARD LABELLING.... 43
5.1 Further aspects to consider for the CLP hazard label................................. 43
5.2 Size of the label and of the label elements..............cccoeeiiiiiiiii e, 44

5.3 Exemptions from the labelling and packaging requirements..................... 46



Guidance on Labelling and Packaging

Version 4.2 - March 2021 7
5.3.1 Use of fold-out labels, tie-on tags and outer packaging ...................cccoccooiiiininn. 46
5.3.1.1 Fold-out labels @and ti€-0n TagS .......ooi i 47
LTG0 72 © T =T ol o =Yl <= T | T SRS 50
5.3.2 Omission of certain label elements......................ccco oo 50
5.3.2.1 Labelling of packages when the contents do not exceed 125 ml.......cccccovviiiiiiiiiinin i, 50
5.3.2.2 Labelling of soluble packaging for single use which does not exceed a volume of 25 ml........... 52
5.3.2.3 Labelling of inner packaging when the contents do not exceed 10 Ml ......c..ccceveiiviiiieeiie e, 52
5.3.2.4 Unpackaged hazardous substances or mixtures supplied to the general public............cccceeee. 52
5.3.2.5 Environmental 1abelling ........cooiiiiiiii e 53
5.3.3 Labelling exemptions for bespoke paints.......................ccccccoii 53
5.4 Interaction between the CLP and the transport labelling rules..................... 54
5.4.1 Specific rules for labelling of outer packaging, inner packaging and single
PACKAGING ... et e e e e e e et —e e e e a e e e et e e e aaaraeeeaanes 54
5.4.2 Packaging used for consolidation of supply packaging during transport........... 55
6. EXAMPLE LABELS ...........oeeeessssssss s s s s s s s s s s ssnsnsssnnnnnnen 58
Example 1: Single language label for a substance (not for the general public)
.......................................................................................................................................................... 58

Example 2: Multi-language label for a substance containing non-obligatory
supplemental information (not for the general public) ..., 60

Example 3: Single language label for a mixture containing both obligatory
and non-obligatory supplemental information (supplied to the general public)
.......................................................................................................................................................... 62

Example 4: Single language label for a substance containing supplemental
hazard statements (not for the general public) .................c.cc i 64

Example 5: Multi-language label for a mixture containing both obligatory and
non-obligatory supplemental information (supplied to the general public) ....65

Example 6: Fold-out label for a mixture (supplied to the general public) ........ 67
6.1 Packaging that is small or difficultto label ... 70
Example 7: Substance in a 8 ml bottle (not for the general public) ............................. 70
Example 8: Hazardous solid substance in a 100 ml bottle (not intended for the
general PUDIIC) ... bbbt e bbbt 72
Example 9: Supply and transport label for a single package (not intended for the
general PUDIIC) ... bbbt e bbbt 74
Example 10: Labelling for a mixture that is transported on land in outer and inner
packaging (not intended for the general public).............c...oco i 76
Example 11: Labelling for a mixture that is transported on land in single packaging
(not intended for the general publiC)..............cco o 77
6.2 Specific case: labelling of two-component products .......................cociiii. 79
Example 12: Labelling of a two-component adhesive soldas a kit...................c......... 79
Example 13: Labelling of a co-axial cartridge..................cc.cooi i 80
6.3 Specific case: labelling of a bespoke paint ................c..ccoo i 83
Example 14: Labelling of a bespoke paint where colours are added on a tailor-made
basis at the point of sale ... 83
7. GUIDANCE ON THE SELECTION OF PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS FOR
THE CLP HAZARD LABEL............eoo it crsr e e s ssesmmsasssss s e s e e s s mmnnnssse e e e e s e nnnnnnsnnneeenens 84
7.1 INtrodUCHION. ... s 84
7.2 MetROAOIOQY ... ..ottt et nree s 85
7.3 Selection tables ... 88
7.3.1 General precautionary statements ...............cccco i 90
7.3.2 Specific precautionary statements for physical hazards....................... 91
G P A = o[ T3 V=SSP 91

7.3.2.1 EXPIOSIVES (CONTINUEA) ..eouiiiiiiieieie ettt et e et sae e et e et e et e an e et eeneeesneeanneennees 93



Guidance on Labelling and Packaging
Version 4.2 — March 2021

7.3.2.1 EXPIOSIVES (CONTINUEA) ..cooiiiiiiiiieietiee ettt ettt e et e et e e naea s
7.3.2.1 EXPlOSiVES (CONTINUEA) ..ooouiiiiiiiie ettt et e e eanee s
7.3.2.2 Flammable gases (including chemically unstable gases) ...........ccccociiiiiiincienn.
7.3.2.2 Flammable gases (including chemically unstable gases) (continued).....................
G ARG B Y= g o 1=To | =SOSR PP PP
7.3.2.3 Aerosols (CONTINUEA).......coiiiiiiiie ettt st e e et e e st e e s eanae s
/200 T A B © ) q T 1= T e = =TSSR
7.3.2.5 GASES UNUEE PIESSUIE. ...cuuiiiutietieiiteetee et e aie et ettt a bt e aa bt e bt e eae e e she e e bt e ket e bt e sa bt e bt e neb e e bt e aa bt ebeeanneennreanne
7.3.2.5 Gases under pressure (continued)..
7.3.2.6 FIammabIe [IQUIAS ......oouiiiiiiiie ettt
/200 T A =2 41 =1 o1 =TT 1 o =SSR
7.3.2.8 Self-reactive substances and mixtures.............cc.cee...
7.3.2.8 Self-reactive substances and mixtures (continued)..
7.3.2.8 Self-reactive substances and mixtures (continued)..
7.3.2.9 Pyrophoric liquids.......c.cccooiiiiiiniiiiicicce e
7.3.2.10 Pyrophoric solids ........cccccecvveiiiieiiiiecccee e,
7.3.2.11 Self-heating substances and mixtures
7.3.2.12 Substances and mixtures which, in contact with water emit flammable gases
7.3.2.12 Substances and mixtures which, in contact with water, emit flammable gases (continued) 126
7.3.2.13 OXIidiSING HQUITS ..ottt sa ettt e bt ebe et e nnreenee 127
7.3.2.13 Oxidising liquids (continued)
7.3.2.14 Oxidising solids -
7.3.2.14 Oxidising solidS (CONTINUEA) .....iiiiiiiieiece ettt e e e sne et et e e snaeenbeenreeenneenneeanes
7.3.2.15 OrganiC PEIOXIAES .......ueiiiiiiieitie ittt ettt ettt ettt h et b ettt e sa e et e s sb e e bt e sabeebeeenneennreanne
7.3.2.15 Organic peroxides (continued) ..
7.3.2.15 Organic peroxides (continued)
7.3.2.16 COrroSIVE T0 MELAIS. .....ooiiiiii ittt ettt
7.3.3 Specific precautionary statements for health hazards...
7.3.3.1 ACULE TOXICILY = OF@I ...uiiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt e bt st e b et ennre e
7.3.3.1 Acute Toxicity - Oral (continued)
7.3.3.1 Acute Toxicity — Dermal .
7.3.3.1 Acute Toxicity — Dermal (CONEINUEA) ......coviiiiiiiiii e
7.3.3.1 Acute Toxicity — Dermal (CONEINUEA) ......ccviiiiiiiiecie et sree e e nnee e
7.3.3.1 Acute Toxicity - Inhalation..........c.cccocceniinninns
7.3.3.1 Acute Toxicity — Inhalation (continued)
7.3.3.1 Acute Toxicity - Inhalation (continued)
7.3.3.2 Skin corrosion/irritation ........ccccccveeiiiiiiiinenen,
7.3.3.2 Skin corrosion/irritation (continued).. .
7.3.3.3 Serious €ye damage = ONIY ..ottt ettt enee
7.3.3.3 EYe irritabtion — ONIY ..ottt at et e e re et e e nneeanee
7.3.3.4 Respiratory sensitisation.. .
7.3.3.4 SKiN SENSITISATION ©.iiviiiiieie ettt ettt et e et e s e et et e e nteanteenreeenneenneeanee
7.3.3.5 Germ Cell MUEAGENICITY ..o.veiiiiiiii ettt ettt e e anee
7.3.3.6 Carcinogenicity .
7.3.3.7 RePrOAUCEIVE EOXICILY .ouveeiiiiiiieiie ettt e et et et e st et e s e et e e reeesneeanbeensenenseenneeanee
7.3.3.7 Reproductive toxiCity (CONTINUE) ....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e
7.3.3.8 Specific target organ toxicity after single exposure...........c..cccoc......
7.3.3.8 Specific target organ toxicity after single exposure (continued) ..
7.3.3.8 Specific target organ toxicity after single exposure (continued) ..
7.3.3.9 Specific target organ toxicity after repeated exposure............cc.........
7.3.3.9 Specific target organ toxicity after repeated exposure (continued).
7.3.3.10 Aspiration hazard ..........cccceoiieiie i
7.3.4 Specific precautionary statements for environmental hazards..........
7.3.4.1 Hazardous to the aquatic environment - short-term (acute) aquatic hazard
7.3.4.1 Hazardous to the aquatic environment - long-term (chronic) aquatic hazard
7.3.4.1 Hazardous to the aquatic environment - long-term (chronic) aquatic hazard (continued) ..... 181
7.3.5 Additional Razards....................oooiii e 182
7.3.5.1 Hazardous to the 0Z0ONe laYer ..o 182

7.4. Examples for the selection of precautionary statements for the label .... 183
Example A. Substance X assigned a physical and various health hazard
ClasSIfIiCAtIONS ... e 183
Example B. Substance Y assigned a severe physical and health hazard classification
.................................................................................................................................................................. 185

Example C. Substance Z assigned physical, health and environmental classifications
.................................................................................................................................................................. 186



Guidance on Labelling and Packaging
Version 4.2 - March 2021 9

APPENDIX: GLOSSARY OF SELECTED TERMS USED IN THIS GUIDANCE
[0 10 L@ U | 0 191

Table of Figures

Figure 1: Blackened out empty diamonds .. ..ccooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 30
Figure 2: Readabilify .oooviiiiiiii i 45
Figure 3: Decision flowchart for the application of CLP and transport labelling for single
packaging (left) and combination packaging (right) .....ccoviiiiiiiiiiiii 55
Figure 4: Application of CLP labelling on packaging used for supply and transport ....... 56

Table of Tables

Table 1: CLP labelling requirements versus discretion of the supplier......................... 16

Table 2: The hazard classifications that trigger the CLP provisions for child-resistant
fastenings and/or tactile WarningS ......o.vieiiiriiii e 20

Table 3: Substances that directly trigger the CLP provisions for child-resistant fastenings
and/or tactile warnings when they are contained in other substances or in mixtures at or

above the denoted coONCeNtration ......ciiviiiiii i e e e 21
Table 4: Code ranges of hazard and precautionary statements under the CLP Regulation
......................................................................................................................... 33
Table 5: Obligatory supplemental labelling information pursuant to CLP Articles 25 and 32
......................................................................................................................... 36
Table 6: Minimum dimensions of labels and pictograms under the CLP Regulation....... 44

Table 7: Labelling exemptions for packages of a capacity of 125 ml or less ................ 51



Guidance on Labelling and Packaging
10 Version 4.2 — March 2021

1. Introduction

1.1 Who should read this document?

This document is relevant for suppliers of chemical substances and mixtures, namely for:
e manufacturers and importers of substances;
e importers of mixtures;
e downstream users of substances and mixtures, including formulators;
e distributors of substances and mixtures, including retailers.

All suppliers must ensure that their substances and mixtures are labelled and packaged
in accordance with the provisions of the CLP Regulation (or CLP) before they are placed
on the EU market.

1.2 What is in this document?

This document provides guidance on the labelling and packaging requirements of
substances and mixtures set out in the CLP Regulation. The guidance opens in section 2
with a general overview, including legal background, scope of the CLP Regulation and
updating of CLP labels. That section also includes information about timelines for
classification, labelling, packaging and updating of CLP labels. The guidance continues in
section 3 and section 4 with an explanation of the requirements for labelling and
packaging and rules for the application of the CLP label elements. Section 5 provides
guidance on particular aspects of CLP hazard labelling (e.g. exemption from certain
labelling and packaging requirements, interaction between the CLP and transport
labelling rules, labelling requirements for specific cases of unique packaging). Finally,
section 6 and section 7 of the guidance provide practical examples illustrating different
situations that may be encountered when designing labels.

In particular, this guidance aims to clarify:
e what aspects to consider when estimating the label size needed;

¢ what types of supplemental information are possible, and where to place this
information on the label (section 4.8 of this guidance document);

e the conditions for small packaging exemptions;
e the interaction between CLP and the transport labelling rules;

e the technical requirements for liquid laundry detergents in a soluble packaging for
single use;

e how to select the most appropriate set of precautionary statements for the
label;

e how to structure the information on the label for appropriate readability.

For specific information on the application of the CLP criteria for physical, health and
environmental hazards, the reader is advised to consult the Guidance on the application
of the CLP criteria. For a general overview of basic features and procedures laid down in
the CLP Regulation, it might be useful to consult the Introductory Guidance on the CLP

Regulation.
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Note: All ECHA Guidance documents referred to in this document are available in the
support pages of the ECHA website at https://echa.europa.eu/guidance-
documents/guidance-on-clp

2. General overview

2.1 Legal background

The CLP Regulation is the EU Regulation on classification, labelling and packaging of
substances and mixtures. It is based on the United Nations Globally Harmonized System
of Classification and Labelling of chemicals (UN GHS). The CLP Regulation entered into
force on 20 January 2009 in the European Union and is now legally binding also in the
countries of the European Economic Area (EEA) (Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein)?.
The CLP Regulation replaced the provisions of the Dangerous Substances Directive
67/548/EEC (DSD) and the Dangerous Preparations Directive 1999/45/EC (DPD) as of 1
June 2015 (see section 2.4 of this guidance document). The CLP Regulation is directly
applicable to suppliers in the EU who manufacture, import, use or distribute chemical
substances and mixtures.

This guidance explains the labelling and packaging rules of CLP and illustrates with
some examples how labels could be laid out.

In general, the CLP label must display certain label elements taken over from UN GHS,
including hazard pictogram(s), signal word, hazard and precautionary statements along
with supplemental information, where applicable, which reflect the assigned classification
of the substance or mixture. At the same time, the CLP Regulation retains some of the
labelling concepts of the DSD and DPD, such as the small packaging exemptions. In
order to accommodate certain hazard information not yet covered by the UN GHS, as
well as further label elements that are required by other EU legislation, the CLP
Regulation introduces the concept of “supplemental information” for the label.

All supplied substances and mixtures classified as hazardous and contained in a
packaging must be labelled in accordance with Title III (Hazard communication in the
form of labelling) and their packaging must be in accordance with Title IV (Packaging) of
the CLP Regulation.

In addition to the label, another key tool for hazard communication, intended for
professional/industrial users only, is the safety data sheet (SDS). The required SDS
format and content are defined in Article 31 and Annex II3 to Regulation (EC) No
1907/2006 (REACH Regulation). These have been adapted to align them with the UN
GHS, as well as to be fully in line with the CLP Regulation. The information provided on

2 The CLP Regulation was incorporated in the EEA Agreement by Decision of the EEA Joint
Committee No 106/2012 of 15 June 2012 amending Annex II (Technical regulations, standards,
testing and certification) to the EEA Agreement (OJ L 309, 8.11.2012, p. 6-6).

3 Commission Regulations No 453/2010 and No 2015/830 have amended the REACH Regulation by
replacing Annex II to the REACH Regulation with the annexes to these regulations, to align the
requirements for safety data sheets with the rules for safety data sheets of the UN GHS, see:
http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/ghs welcome e.html.
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the hazard label and in Section 2.2 of the SDS, for the same substance or mixture, must
be consistent®.

For further information on the compilation of the SDS, please consult the Guidance on
the compilation of safety data sheets.

2.2 Scope of labelling and packaging under the CLP Regulation

In general, substances and mixtures that are placed on the market are supplied in a
packaging with the necessary labelling information. A substance or mixture has to be
labelled according to the CLP rules where

e the substance or mixture is classified as hazardous;

e the mixture, even if not classified as hazardous, is addressed in CLP Article 25(6).
In this case the supplemental label elements as set out in Part 2 of Annex II to
CLP must be indicated together with the product identifier, name and telephone
number of the supplier.

In addition, an explosive article (i.e. an article containing one or more explosive
substances or mixtures) that meets the criteria as described in section 2.1 of Annex I to
CLP must be labelled according to the CLP rules.

Substances and mixtures within the scope of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009> (Plant
Protection Products Regulation or PPPR) or Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 (Biocidal
Products Regulation or BPR) have to carry CLP labelling elements as appropriate.
Substances and mixtures within the scope of the PPPR also need to display the
supplemental statement EUH401 ‘To avoid risks to human health and the environment,
comply with the instructions for use’ (see CLP Article 25(2)). However, the labelling
provisions of these acts remain fully applicable to any product within their respective
scope (see Recital 47 of the CLP Regulation). For example, there are separate provisions
for updating labels for such substances and mixtures in these acts, and their suppliers
must apply these provisions instead of the CLP rules (see also CLP Article 30(3)).
Another deviation from the CLP Regulation is that different rules apply as to which
information may be presented in the form of a leaflet as an alternative way to
accommodate the required labelling information (see section 5.3.1.1 of this guidance
document).

The CLP Regulation also includes exemptions from labelling and packaging requirements,
for example for a packaging that is so small, or in such a shape that it is impossible to
meet the general rules for the application of labels (see section 5.3.1 of this guidance
document). In addition, the CLP Regulation allows suppliers to omit certain label
elements (see section 5.3.2 of this guidance document).

Certain substances and mixtures may also be supplied to the general public without
packaging, in which case a copy of the label elements is required to accompany the
substance or mixture, for example on an invoice. Currently, this only applies to

4 Note that there is no default requirement to place the Unique Formula Identifier (UFI) in the SDS
(except for unpackaged mixtures). When relevant, the UFI is to be included in Section 1.1 of the
SDS. For further details on UFI, please see section 4.8.1.1 of this guidance document.

5 Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October
2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market repeals Council
Directives 79/117/EEC and 91/414/EEC with effect from 14 June 2011. However, Article 80 of
Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 specifies that Directive 91/414/EEC must continue to apply with
respect to active substances included in Annex I to that Directive for certain transitional periods.
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substances listed in Part 5 of Annex II to CLP (see section 5.3.2.4 of this guidance
document).

2.3 Derogations from labelling requirements for special cases

The CLP Regulation defines derogations from the CLP labelling requirements for special
cases and the conditions under which these derogations apply. One example of such a
special case is metals in massive form. CLP Article 23(d) provides that, in specific
cases, exemptions from the labelling requirements apply to: "metals in massive form,
alloys, mixtures containing polymers, mixtures containing elastomers”.

Section 1.3.4.1 of Annex I to CLP elaborates further on CLP Article 23 and gives
conditions when labelling is not required, namely: "if they do not present a hazard to
human health by inhalation, ingestion or contact with skin or to the aquatic environment
in the form in which they are placed on the market”.

The CLP legal text does not specify when a form of metal should be considered massive.
A default particle size limit cannot be specified to determine whether or not CLP Article
23 applies to any metal.

To apply the exemption from the labelling provisions, the manufacturer or supplier must
be able to demonstrate the lack of hazard in the form the metal or alloy is placed on the
market. Section 2.1 of the SDS must contain the classification of the metal and
information on the application of the labelling exemption for the form as placed on the
market.

In relation to the other cases described in CLP Article 23, please consult the Article and
section 1.3 of Annex I to CLP, as further guidance on these is not provided in this
document.

Another special case is that of bespoke paints. Annex VIII and Article 25(8) of CLP
provide for special provisions with regard to the Unique Formula Identifier (UFI) for
bespoke paints. More details are provided in sections 4.8.1.1 and 5.3.3.

2.4 Timelines for classification, labelling, packaging and updating
of CLP hazard labels

The CLP Regulation was introduced gradually before its full application as of 1 June
2015. During this transitional period, some of the rules of the CLP Regulation and the
previous legislation (DSD and DPD) were applicable in parallel to give companies time to
migrate to the CLP rules. However, companies were allowed to apply the CLP Regulation
in full on a voluntary basis, from its entry into force.

For substances, it has been obligatory to classify, label and package according to the CLP
Regulation since 1 December 2010. The same obligations have applied for mixtures since
1 June 2015. The transitional period for mixtures classified, labelled and packaged
according to DPD and already placed on the market before 1 June 2015 ended on 1 June
2017.

DSD and DPD are no longer applicable in any context and both substances
and mixtures must now be classified, labelled and packaged in accordance
with the CLP Regulation. This classification must be provided in the SDS for
substances and mixtures. There is no longer a requirement to provide either DSD
classifications of substances themselves or of component substances in mixtures or
the DPD classifications for mixtures in the SDS. Only the corresponding information




Guidance on Labelling and Packaging
14 Version 4.2 — March 2021

according to the CLP Regulation need be provided (see also the Guidance on the
compilation of safety data sheets).

Following any changes to the classification and labelling where the revised classification
is more severe or where new supplemental label elements are required, CLP Article 30
requires a supplier to update this information on the label without undue delay, i.e. as
soon as reasonably practicable.

Where labelling changes other than those described above are required (e.g. where the
revised classification will be less severe or the contact details of the supplier have
changed) the supplier has 18 months to update the label.

Where a new or updated harmonised classification arises from an Adaptation to Technical
Progress (ATP) to the CLP Regulation, the ATP provides the date of applicability.

Further label changes to be implemented within 18 months would also include the
update of labelling information for certain mixtures for which special rules for
supplemental labelling in accordance with Part 2 of Annex II to CLP apply.

However, there are separate provisions for updating labels in the BPR and the PPPR and
suppliers of substances or mixtures within the scope of these acts must apply these
provisions.

3. Requirements of labelling and packaging in
accordance with the CLP Regulation

3.1 General labelling rules
General and specific rules regarding the content and application of a CLP label are set
out in CLP Article 31.

The CLP Regulation requires that the labels are firmly affixed to one or more surfaces of
the immediate container of the substance or mixture and that they must be readable
horizontally when the package is set down normally. The label elements themselves, in
particular the hazard pictograms, must stand out clearly from the background.
Furthermore, all label elements must be of such size and spacing as to be easily read.
They must be clearly and indelibly marked. A physical label is not required when the
label elements are shown clearly on the packaging itself.

3.2 Elements of the CLP hazard label
According to CLP Article 17, a substance and mixture classified as hazardous must bear a
label including the following elements:

e Name, address and telephone number of the supplier(s);

e The nominal quantity of the substance or mixture in the package where this is
being made available to the general public, unless this quantity is specified
elsewhere on the package;

e Product identifiers;
e Hazard pictograms, where applicable;
e The relevant signal word, where applicable;

e Hazard statements, where applicable;
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e Appropriate precautionary statements where applicable;
e A section for supplemental information, where applicable.

According to Annex VIII to CLP®, a Unique Formula Identifier (UFI), if applicable, must
also be added to, i.e. printed on or affixed to, the label of mixtures falling under the
scope of CLP Article 45 and Annex VIII to CLP (see section 4.8.1.1 of this guidance
document).

It should be noted that for particular label elements precedence rules apply. These rules
are further explained in the sections below.

e The CLP Regulation requires the label to be written in the official language or
languages of the Member States where the substance or mixture is placed on the
market, unless the Member State concerned provides otherwise’. Suppliers may
accomplish this either by producing multi-language labels covering the official
languages of several of the countries where the substance or mixture is supplied,
or by producing separate labels for each country, each with the appropriate
language or languages.

Suppliers may use more languages than those required on their labels if they wish,
provided that the same details appear in all languages. However, this should not impact
the legibility of the obligatory labelling information, nor can it trigger exemptions from
the labelling requirements (see section 5.3.1 of this guidance document).

3.3 Location of information on the CLP hazard label

CLP Article 32 provides some limited rules that define the location of information on the
label. However, further details as to how label elements are arranged are left to the
discretion of the person responsible for compiling the label. As a general rule, the
information should be structured in a way that is easy to read and understand. Examples
are outlined in Table 1 below:

6 See Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/542.

7 Please consult the table “Languages required for labels and safety data sheets”, which is available
on the ECHA website web at: https://echa.europa.eu/reqgulations/clp/labelling.
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Table 1: CLP labelling requirements versus discretion of the supplier

CLP requirement (Article 32)

Example of decision left to the discretion

of the supplier

The hazard pictograms, signal word, hazard
statements and precautionary statements
must be kept together on the label.

Hazard statements must be grouped together
on the label.

Precautionary statements must be grouped
together on the label.

In case more than one language is used on
the label, the hazard and precautionary
statements of the same language must be
grouped together on the label.

Any supplemental information as referred to
in CLP Article 25 must be included in the
section for supplemental labelling and placed
alongside the label elements referred to in
CLP Article 17(1)(a)-(9).

The label elements must be easily readable
(Article 31(3)).

The supplier is free to choose the
arrangement of the pictograms.

The supplier may choose the order of the
hazard statements.

The supplier may choose whether these
groups are to be presented on the left, on the
right or elsewhere on the label.

The supplier may choose the order of the
precautionary statements, but should ensure
that they are grouped with the hazard
statements.

The supplier may choose whether these
groups are to be presented on the left, on the
right or elsewhere on the label.

Where the supplier needs to use alternative
means to meet the requirements of CLP
Article 31 in relation to the language(s)
required in a particular Member State, he
may choose whether to accomplish this using
fold-out labels, tie-on tags or on an outer
packaging, in accordance with section 1.5.1 of
Annex I to CLP.

The supplier may choose how to visibly
separate this section from the section
containing the label elements referred to in
CLP Article 17(1)(a)-(g). He may also decide
to place this information in more than one
location on the label.

It is recommended to keep full sentences
together and in one ling, if possible. The font
size and spacing must be large enough and in
relation to the dimensions of the label.
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3.4 CLP rules on packaging of substances and mixtures

Before continuing to describe in more detail the CLP requirements for packaging, the
reader should be introduced to the three CLP definitions:

Article 2 (35): '‘package’ means the complete product of the packing operation,
consisting of the packaging and its contents;

Article 2 (36): 'packaging’ means one or more receptacles and any other components
or materials necessary for the receptacles to perform their containment and other
safety functions;

Article 2 (37): 'intermediate packaging’ means packaging placed between inner
packaging, or articles, and outer packaging;

CLP Article 35 includes the requirements for packaging containing hazardous substances
or mixtures. These provisions are to ensure that:

o the packaging is designed, constructed and fastened so that the contents cannot
escape;

o the materials of the packaging and fastening are not damaged by the contents
and are not liable to form hazardous compounds with the contents;

e the packaging and fastenings are strong and solid throughout to ensure that they
will not loosen;

e packaging fitted with replaceable fastening devices is properly designed to allow
repeated refastening without the contents escaping;

e the packaging does not attract or arouse the curiosity of children or mislead the
consumer when supplied to the general public;

e the packaging does not have a similar presentation or a design used for foodstuff
or animal feed stuff or medicinal or cosmetic products which would mislead the
consumers.

Packaging that meets the requirements of the transport legislation is deemed to comply
with the requirements set out in the bullet points above (Note however that fulfilling the
conditions in the above bullet points alone is usually not enough to comply with the
requirements of the transport legislation).

For substances and mixtures to be supplied to the general public, the CLP Regulation
sets out rules for:

e the use of child-resistant fastening (CRF), also referred to as child-resistant
closure (see section 3.4.1 of this guidance document);

o the use of tactile warnings of danger (TWDs) (see section 3.4.1 of this guidance
document);

e liquid consumer laundry detergents in soluble packaging for single use (see
section 3.4.2 of this guidance document).

The first two provisions are triggered by either a specific hazard class/category or by the
concentration of specific substances contained in other substances or in mixtures (see
Tables 2 and 3 of this guidance document).
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3.4.1 Child-resistant fastening and tactile warnings of danger

The provisions described in this section apply only for product packaging intended for the
general public, for example: products on sale/offer at a retailer’s or an outlet where the
general public have open access to them, products sold to the general public through a
website.

The requirements for CRF and TWD do not apply to product packaging which is for
professional users only.

Child-resistant fastening

A child-resistant package® is a package consisting of a container and an appropriate
closure which is difficult to open (or gain access to the contents) for young children
under the age of fifty-two months, but which is not difficult for adults to use properly®.

Annex II to CLP refers to two types of CRF for packages:

e non-reclosable package - a package that, when all or part of the contents have
been removed, cannot be properly closed again, for example a blister pack or air
freshener refills;

e reclosable package - a package (for example a one litre bottle or a five litre
container) that, after it has been initially opened, can be reclosed and re-used
numerous times without loss of security.

For fastening of the above-mentioned packages, Annex II to CLP requires conformity
with the following standards, as amended:

e EN ISO 8317 (reclosable packages), and
e CEN EN 862 (non-reclosable packages).

Conformity with these standards may only be certified by laboratories that conform to
EN ISO/IEC 17025, as a