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1. Introduction 

The SCIP database is the database for information on Substances of Concern In articles as such 

or in complex objects (Products) established under the Waste Framework Directive (WFD). 

Article 9(1)(i) of the WFD requires any EU supplier of articles containing substances of very high 

concern (SVHCs) on the Candidate List in a concentration above 0.1% weight by weight (w/w) 

to submit information, pursuant to REACH Article 33(1), on these articles or on complex objects 

incorporating such articles to ECHA, as from 5 January 2021. The required information is 

submitted to ECHA according to the SCIP format through the ECHA Submission Portal.  

The information that needs to be included in a SCIP notification dossier is explained in detail in 

the  document “Requirements for SCIP Notifications”  and in the “SCIP Notification Format - SCIP 

data model” document available on the dedicated  SCIP webpage on the ECHA website.  

The SCIP notification obligation applies to articles as such containing a Candidate List substance 

above 0.1% w/w and to complex objects incorporating such articles.  

 

This document describes technical solutions that can be used on a voluntary basis to make 

possible for suppliers of articles (e.g. distributors, ‘assemblers’, companies within the same 

corporate group) to refer to data already submitted to ECHA by the same company or other duty 

holders. These tools facilitate the submission of SCIP notifications to ECHA, while keeping 

consistency on the information submitted to the SCIP database and avoiding multiple reporting 

of the same data and thereby limiting unnecessary administrative burden for duty holders.  

The two tools that can be used to refer to information already successfully submitted to the SCIP 

database are: 

 

1. The simplified SCIP notification (SSN) 

2. “Referencing” in a SCIP notification dossier.  

Section 2 of this document focus on SSN, which has been primarily developed to be used by 

distributors (who are not importers and/or producers) or by companies within the same 

corporate group, while section 3 focuses on “referencing” in a SCIP notification dossier, which 

has been primarily developed to be used by “assemblers” who place complex objects (products) 

on the EU market. An “assembler” is an actor in the supply chain who makes complex objects 

(i.e. objects made up of more than one article)1. 

 

SSN and ‘referencing’ are simplified solutions to submit SCIP notifications to ECHA on a voluntary 

basis, instead of submitting a “full” SCIP notification dossier including all the required 

information.2 In this document, the term “full” SCIP notification is used to refer to a SCIP 

notification that contains an IUCLID dossier including all the required information for an article 

as such or a complex object, without referring to data already submitted to ECHA by the same 

company or other duty holders. 

 

The Simplified SCIP notifications (SSN) do not require the submission of an IUCLID dossier. 

 

The use of ‘referencing’ in a SCIP notification dossier allows the creation of a “light-weight” SCIP 

notification dossier, since the information related with one or more of the complex object 

 

 

 
1 See subchapter 2.4 of the “Guidance on requirements for substances in articles”. 
2 See chapter 2 of the document “Requirements for SCIP Notifications”.   

https://echa.europa.eu/candidate-list-table
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-format
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-format
https://echa.europa.eu/scip
https://echa.europa.eu/guidance-documents/guidance-on-reach?panel=guidance-on-requirements-for-substances-in-articles#guidance-on-requirements-for-substances-in-articles
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
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components3 is included in SCIP notification dossier for that complex object by referencing to 

data that has already been submitted to ECHA for one or more of those components. 

 

After successfully submitting a SCIP notification through the ECHA Submission Portal, suppliers 

of articles receive an alphanumeric identifier – the SCIP number – included in the submission 

report. The SCIP number is a unique identifier of the SCIP notification made by a submitter for 

an article as such or a complex object. It identifies the set of information submitted to ECHA by 

a submitter for an article or complex object under Article 9(1)(i) of the WFD.  

 

The SCIP number remains the same in the case where the duty holder submits an update4 of 

the SCIP notification for an article as such or complex object, i.e. when an updated SCIP 

notification dossier is submitted to ECHA.       

 

 The SCIP number [SCIP number] is included in the submission report for a successful 

submission of a SCIP notification as shown in Figure 1.   

 

Figure 1: Submission report for a SCIP notification containing a dossier 

 
 

 

The SCIP number is not disseminated by ECHA, unless a submitter includes that number under 

the identifiers of the article or complex object being notified. Both SSN and ‘referencing’ tools 

require the communication on a voluntary basis of the SCIP number of a notification for an article 

or complex object by the submitter to another duty holder, e.g., when relevant, together with 

the information communicated under REACH Art 33(1).  

 

By providing the SCIP number of the submitted notification to ECHA to the recipients of the 

article as such or complex object, for instance as an element of the information to be 

 

 

 
3 A complex object component may be an article (as such) or a complex object made of articles. For more 

information, see chapter 2 of the document “Requirements for SCIP Notifications” and subchapter 2.4 of 

the “Guidance on requirements for substances in articles”. 
4 If the SCIP information for an article needs to be updated, you can edit the information included in the 
dataset of the article and create a new dossier. The primary article identifier in the dossier needs to remain 

exactly the same. 
The submission, by the same Legal entity, of this new dossier with exactly the same primary article identifier 

will be received as an update of the SCIP notification of this article or complex object. 
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communicated under REACH Article 33(1), a direct upstream supplier is contributing to facilitate 

the SCIP notification submission by its customers.  

 

SSN and “referencing” may only be used if the articles as such or complex objects received are 

the same as the articles or complex objects which are supplied down the supply chain, either on 

their own or incorporated in complex objects, and therefore the information to submit to the 

SCIP database is exactly the same. In order to be the same, the article or complex object, which 

is notified via SSN or “referencing” as a complex object’s component, needs to have the same 

chemical composition and physical form (shape, surface and design). Additionally, in the case of 

SSN, the reported identifiers in the SCIP notification dossier (either “full” or “light-weight”) are 

required to be kept the same and made available as “commercial” identifiers to all downstream 

actors.5  

 

When a duty holder updates a SCIP notification, by submitting a new dossier, which has been 

referred to by other duty holders using SSN and “referencing”, all these notifications which refer 

to that SCIP notification are updated as well. Therefore, the duty holders using SSN or 

“referencing”, in principle, do not need to update their submitted SCIP notification(s). However, 

in certain situations, the duty holder using the SSN or “referencing” will have to update its SCIP 

notification. If an update was to be needed in such situations, then in the case of SSN, it would 

require for instance the submission of a new SCIP notification including a SCIP notification 

dossier, and in the case of “referencing”, it would require for example the replacement of the 

SCIP number for the complex object component by another SCIP number or by inserting data 

for that complex object component in the SCIP notification dossier.    

 

A duty holder is always responsible for the accuracy of the information submitted to ECHA to 

comply with the SCIP notification obligation. The responsibility for the content of each notification 

to comply with the SCIP notification obligation continues even when using SSN or ‘referencing’ 

tools, as reflected in chapter 3.2.1 of the Guidance on requirements for substances in articles 

which states the following concerning the communication obligations under REACH Article 33: 

‘The communication obligations arise from the presence of the Candidate List substance in the 

article. These obligations apply regardless of whether or not the supplier is aware of the presence 

of the substances. Therefore, it is in the interests of the supplier to seek information on the 

presence of Candidate List substances.’  

 

It is up to the individual actors in the supply chain, or otherwise, to enter into the 

necessary arrangements, if considered needed, to use these voluntary tools (SSN and 

“referencing”) to fulfill the SCIP notification obligation.    

 

  

 

 

 
5 For more information, see chapter 3.1 of the document “Requirements for SCIP Notifications”.   

https://echa.europa.eu/guidance-documents/guidance-on-reach?panel=guidance-on-requirements-for-substances-in-articles#guidance-on-requirements-for-substances-in-articles
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
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2. Simplified SCIP Notification 

Simplified SCIP notification (SSN) is a tool developed by ECHA to facilitate the fulfilment of the 

SCIP notification obligation without preparing a IUCLID dossier. It is a simplified solution to be 

used by certain duty holders to refer, on a voluntary basis, to information already submitted by 

another submitter to ECHA by including the relevant SCIP number(s) in their SCIP notifications 

submitted to ECHA through the ECHA Submission portal.  

 

The most common scenario for the use of SSN is the case of a distributor making reference to a 

SCIP notification that already includes all required information and has previously been 

submitted by an upstream actor in the supply chain that has the primary knowledge of the article 

or complex object. 

Actors in the supply chain with a role of producer, importer or assembler of an article as such or 

complex object should have the primary knowledge of the required information to be included 

in an SCIP notification dossier to be submitted to ECHA. This is, for example, the case in the 

following situations:6 

- a producer of an article producing an article as such containing a Candidate List substance 

or by incorporating such substance in the article from a mixture containing that Candidate 

List substance in its composition,  

- a producer or assembler that incorporates a Candidate List substance in one or more 

articles in a further processing step, including the situation of using a mixture containing 

that substance,  

- or an assembler who incorporates components and subcomponents with articles as such 

containing a Candidate List substance. 

It is also the case for importers, because they are the first actor in the supply chain having the 

obligation to gather all the necessary information to comply with their duties, namely the 

required information to be communicated down the supply chain under REACH Article 33(1) and 

to be submitted to ECHA in a SCIP notification dossier under Article 9(1)(i) of the WFD. 

 

A duty holder who submits a simplified SCIP notification (SSN) remains responsible for the 

information referred to in the submitted SSN. 

 

A pre-condition for using SSN is to have received the SCIP number of the article as such or 

complex object’s SCIP notification that has already been submitted to ECHA. 

SSN may only be used if the (e.g. received) article as such or the complex object subject to the 

SCIP notification is the same, and therefore all required information2 has already been submitted 

by other or others submitter(s) to ECHA, as the article or complex object (e.g. that is supplied) 

notified in the SSN: 

 

- An article as such subject to the SCIP notification (e.g. received) is the same as the article 

(e.g. supplied) notified in the SSN if there is no change in the physical form (shape, 

surface and design) and in its chemical composition. 

- The complex object subject to the SCIP notification (e.g. received) is the same as the 

complex object (e.g. supplied) notified in the SSN if: 

o the articles as such incorporated in it have no change in the physical form and in 

their chemical composition;  

o and its components and subcomponents (complex objects), incorporating those 

articles as such, are kept the same.         

 

 

 

 
6 See for instance the scenarios in Table 5 under subchapter 3.2.3.1 of the “Guidance on requirements for 
substances in articles”. 

https://echa.europa.eu/guidance-documents/guidance-on-reach?panel=guidance-on-requirements-for-substances-in-articles#guidance-on-requirements-for-substances-in-articles
https://echa.europa.eu/guidance-documents/guidance-on-reach?panel=guidance-on-requirements-for-substances-in-articles#guidance-on-requirements-for-substances-in-articles
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In addition to these criteria, the identification elements (identifiers),7 i.e. names, alphanumeric 

identifiers, and article category, of the article as such or complex object (product) supplied must 

be the same. 

If those criteria are met, the supplier of the article or complex object can submit an SSN, by 

referring to the data successfully submitted to ECHA by other duty holder (e.g. an upstream 

supplier) through the submission in the ECHA Submission Portal of the SCIP number received8.  

The main target users of the simplified SCIP notification (SSN) are distributors. However, other 

duty holders supplying articles or complex objects fulfilling the above mentioned criteria may 

also use this tool. 

Submitted simplified SCIP notifications (SSNs) for a specific article or complex object does not 

impact the information disseminated by ECHA for that article or complex object since ECHA will 

not make available the information about the submitters (Legal Entities (LEs)) that submit each 

notification. 

 

  

 

 

 
7 See Table 2 under chapter 2.1.1 and subchapters 2.1.1.1 to 2.1.1.5 of the document “Requirements for 

SCIP Notifications”.   
8 It is up to the individual actors in the supply chain, or otherwise, to enter into the necessary arrangements, 

if considered needed, to use these voluntary tools to fulfill the SCIP notification obligation.    

 

https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
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2.1 How does a simplified SCIP notification work? 

To better understand how the simplified SCIP notification (SSN) may work in practice, sequential 

steps are listed and explained in detail below with the support of a hypothetical example (bicycle 

supplied-received-supplied… within the same supply chain) as shown in Figure 2.  

Figure 2: Simplified SCIP notification overview for the hypothetical bicycle (Bicycle A) example.  

 

 

 

1. Company 1 (e.g. ‘assembler’ or importer of Bicycle A) places on the EU market Bicycle A, 

which incorporates at least one article as such containing a Candidate List substance in a 

concentration above 0.1% w/w.  

SSN: Company 3 

information + 

SCIP number 1  

(Bicycle A) 

SSN: Company 2 information 

+ SCIP number 1 

(Bicycle A) 

Bicycle A 

Bicycle A 

SCIP number 1 + 

REACH Art. 33(1) 

information 

SCIP number 3 

(Bicycle A) 

SCIP number 2 

(Bicycle A) 

Bicycle A 

Company 2 
(distributor) 

Company 3 
(distributor) 

Company 1 

Bicycle A 

Bicycle A 

Company 1 information + 

SCIP notification dossier 

SCIP number 1  

(Bicycle A) 

 (producer or importer) 

Bicycle A 

SCIP number 3 + 

REACH Art. 33(1) information 
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Company 1 submits a SCIP notification dossier for Bicycle A in the ECHA Submission 

Portal.9 

 

As a result of a successful submission, Company 1 receives from ECHA, in the submission 

report (see Figure 1), the SCIP number 1 for the notification of ‘Bicycle A’. The submission 

report includes, among others:  

o the status of the notification [Submission status]; 

o the attributed SCIP number of the notification (for Bicycle A) [SCIP number]; 

o the submission number [Submission number]; 

o the name [Article name], primary article identifier type and value of the Bicycle 

A; 

o the notification type: initial or update [Notification type: Initial/Update]; 

o and the submission events [Submission events].  

 

If Company 1 submits an updated SCIP dossier for ‘Bicycle A’ to ECHA, the SCIP number 

1 for the updated SCIP notification remains the same in the submission report. However, 

another submission number is attributed to that update and the notification type appears 

as ‘Update’.       

 

 Additional information on how to create a dossier and how to update a notification is 

available on the documents “SCIP Database Notifications - How to prepare and submit a 

SCIP notification” and “Requirements for SCIP Notifications” available at the dedicated  

SCIP support webpage on the ECHA website. 

 

2. Company 1 (e.g. ‘assembler’ or importer of Bicycle A) provides SCIP number 1, received 

in the SCIP notification report, to customers, Company 2 and Company 3, the next 

recipients of Bicycle A in the supply chain. SCIP number 1 is then communicated on a 

voluntary basis by Company 1 to these companies, e.g. together with the information 

communicated down the supply chain under REACH Art. 33(1). This now makes it possible 

for Company 2 and Company 3, which are distributors, to submit an SSN, in the case 

where they supply the same Bicycle A further down in the supply chain.  

 

3. Company 2 and Company 3, which are distributors, need to submit a SCIP notification 

for Bicycle A to ECHA. Since they received the SCIP number 1 from Company 1, 

corresponding to its notification to ECHA with a SCIP notification dossier with the 

necessary information for Bicycle A, and are supplying further down in the supply chain 

the same Bicycle A received, they can submit an SSN. Therefore, Company 2 and 

Company 3 submit a simplified SCIP notification (SSN) by submitting the SCIP number 1 

received from the supplier (Company 1) in the ECHA Submission Portal. Companies 2 and 

3 do not need to prepare and submit an IUCLID dossier with the information for Bicycle 

A, because that information has been already submitted to ECHA by Company 1. 

 

By submitting an SSN to ECHA, Company 2 and Company 3 are referring to the data 

included in the successfully submitted SCIP notification to ECHA by Company 1, their 

upstream supplier. These companies are still responsible for the content of the 

notification, i.e. for the information submitted to ECHA and by complying with the SCIP 

notification obligation.  

 

 Figure 3 shows how to make an individual submission of a simplified SCIP notification 

(SSN) in the ECHA Submission Portal: (1) go to the dedicated section identified as 

 

 

 
9 See documents: “SCIP Database Notifications - How to prepare and submit a SCIP notification” (available 

at https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support) and ‘SCIP Notification Format - Preparing a SCIP dossier’ (available 
at https://echa.europa.eu/scip-format). 

https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-format
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‘Simplified SCIP notification’ (Simplified SCIP notification) by clicking over “Submit a 

simplified SCIP notification” (Submit a simplified SCIP notification); (2) in the new 

window, insert the SCIP number (UUID format) communicated by the upstream supplier 

in the ‘SCIP number’ field under the ‘Submission of a simplified SCIP notification for an 

individual SCIP number’ (submission of a simplified SCIP notification for an individual 

SCIP number) section and click ‘Submit’ (submit) button.     

 

 

Figure 3: ECHA Submission Portal (A) and ‘Simplified SCIP notification’ (simplified SCIP 
notification) section (B) views, as well as the submission of a simplified SCIP notification for an 
individual SCIP number (B) 

(A) 

 
(B) 

 
     

4. After submitting a successful Simplified SCIP notification (SSN), Company 2 and 

Company 3 receive their own SCIP numbers in their submission reports (see Figure 4), 

the SCIP number 2 and the SCIP number 3 respectively. No data for Bicycle A is being 

submitted by these companies in their SSNs, they are just referring to the data included 

in the SCIP notification successfully submitted to ECHA by Company 1.   
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 The submission report of a SSN includes, among others: 

▪ the status of the notification [Submission status]; 

▪ the attributed SCIP number of the notification submitted via SSN [SCIP 

number]; 

▪ the SCIP number used to submit the SSN - Referenced SCIP number 

[Referenced SCIP number] 

▪ The name [Article name], primary article identifier type and value of the 

article that the notifier has referred to. 

 

SSN submitters, companies 2 and 3 are recommended to confirm the identifiers, including 

the primary article identifier type and value, included in the submission report to cross-

check that this information is the same to the information provided by their upstream 

supplier, company 1 under REACH Article 33(1).  

 

 

 Potential SSN submitters have the possibility to consult the information submitted via 

the SCIP number received and which they are referring to in their SSN in the SCIP 

database available at https://echa.europa.eu/scip-database. 

 

Figure 4: Submission report for a successful Simplified SCIP Notification (SSN) 

 
 

 

5. Company 2 and Company 3 may provide respectively the SCIP number 2 and the SCIP 

number 3, received in their SCIP notification reports concerning their SSNs for Bicycle A, 

to their customers, i.e. the next recipients of Bicycle A in the supply chain, as illustrated 

in Figure 2 for Company 3. The SCIP number 2 or 3 are communicated respectively on a 

voluntary basis by Company 2 or Company 3 to their customers e.g. together with the 

information communicated down the supply chain under REACH Art. 33(1) to those 

customers to make use of the SSN, in case they supply the same Bicycle A further down 

in the supply chain (e.g. if they are distributors).  

 

 ECHA strongly discourages communicating or disclosing inadvertently SCIP numbers 

other than those provided to duty holders in their own submission reports of their SCIP 

notifications or Simplified SCIP Notifications.  

 

6. The customers of Company 2 and Company 3 which are for instance distributors provide 

respectively the SCIP numbers they received in their SCIP notification reports concerning 

their SSNs for Bicycle A, to their customers, i.e. the next recipients of Bicycle A in the 

supply chain, to make it possible for them to use the SSN, and so on. 
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 In the example illustrated in Figure 2, if Company 1 updates its notification for Bicycle 

A, Companies 2 and 3 and all other duty holders down the supply chain who submitted a 

Simplified SCIP Notification do not need to re-submit or update their notifications, as long 

as the update is relevant for them. However, Company 1 should communicate the 

changes in the updated dossier submitted to ECHA for instance as part of the information 

communicated under REACH Article 33(1) to Companies 2 and 3. These companies should 

pass on this information to the next actors in the supply chain, and so on. 

 

2.2 Submission of simplified SCIP notifications in bulk 

A supplier of articles as such or complex objects may often place on the EU market several 

articles or complex objects subject to the SCIP notification obligation. When a supplier has 

submitted multiple SCIP notifications corresponding to those articles or complex objects, this 

actor can export relevant submission information for one or several SCIP notifications to an excel 

file in the ECHA Submission Portal, as shown in Figure 5.  

 

Figure 5: ‘Export to Excel’ (Export to Excel) functionality in ECHA Submission Portal allows to 
export SCIP numbers of one or more submissions, as well as other submission information 

 

  

The submission information exported to the excel file from the ECHA Submission Portal includes 

for example the SCIP number, the name of the article or complex object, the primary article 

identifier type and value, the submission number, the submission date and the submission type.   

 

A supplier of articles as such or complex objects (e.g. producer, importer, assembler, distributor) 

can provide, on a voluntary basis, the SCIP numbers of those articles or complex objects to 

customers, the recipients of the articles or complex objects, e.g. as part or together with the 

information communicated down the supply chain under REACH Art. 33(1). The SCIP numbers 

and other relevant submission information associated to each of those numbers, such as the 

name of the article or complex object, the primary article identifier type and value, included in 

the excel file generated by using the ‘Export to Excel’ functionality can be provided in bulk to 

customers. 

 

Export to an excel file 
submission information, e.g. 
SCIP number(s), for one or 
more SCIP notifications.    
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Actors in the supply chain who receive several SCIP numbers for articles as such or complex 

objects which have been supplied to them, and who can submit simplified SCIP notifications 

(SSN) (see section 2.1), for instance distributors, can upload an excel file including many SCIP 

numbers at once and submit SSNs in bulk.  

 

In the ECHA Submission Portal, under the section ‘Simplified SCIP notification’ - Simplified SCIP 

notification, a company (e.g. distributor) that submits simplified SCIP notifications for several 

articles as such or complex objects has two possible ways of submitting the simplified SCIP 

notifications: 

 

1. submit simplified SCIP notifications in bulk by uploading an excel file under the section 

‘Upload and submission of simplified SCIP notifications in bulk’ (Upload and submission 

of simplified SCIP notifications in bulk) (see Figure 6) and click ‘Submit’ (submit) button 

in the new window (see Figure 7 (1))  

2. submit an individual simplified SCIP notification (SSN) for each article or complex object 

at a time, by inserting a single SCIP number in the respective field (‘SCIP number’) under 

the ‘Submission of a simplified SCIP notification for an individual SCIP number’ section 

and click ‘Submit’ button (see Figure 3). 

    

Figure 6: View of the ‘Simplified SCIP notification’ section in the ECHA Submission Portal and 
submission of simplified SCIP notifications in bulk 

 
 

The excel file to be uploaded to submit simplified SCIP notifications in bulk contains at least in 

each row the SCIP numbers received of the articles or complex objects notified which are being 

referred to. It is also possible to include in each row, the name of the article or complex object, 

the primary article identifier type and the primary article identifier value, but including this 

information is optional. That optional data is for the submitter’s own record (e.g. in ECHA 

submission portal), but not used by SCIP. SCIP only takes into account the SCIP number and 

the respective information you are referring to associated to that number. After the  file is 

uploaded, as shown in Figure 7 (number 1), the content of the uploaded excel file is shown in 

the ECHA Submission Portal window. If the information displayed is correct, the user can click 

on ‘Submit’ button to submit its simplified SCIP notifications. After submitting Simplified SCIP 

Notifications (SSNs) in bulk, a list of submission numbers is displayed in the ECHA Submission 

Portal window as shown in the same Figure (number 2).  
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In order to know whether the submissions in bulk were successfully submitted and to find the 

SCIP numbers attributed to the successfully submitted simplified SCIP notifications, the 

submitter should go to the submission report of each SSN or to the ‘Search’ (Search) section 

(landing page) of the ECHA Submission Portal as shown in Figure 8. From that section, the 

submitter can also access to the submission report (see Figure 4) concerning each SSN 

submitted, i.e. for each article or complex object notified to ECHA.  

SSN submitters are recommended to confirm the identifiers, including the primary article 

identifier type and value, included in the submission report by cross-checking that this 

information is the same to the information provided by their upstream supplier, Company 1 

under REACH Article 33(1). 

Figure 7: Submitting a simplified SCIP notification in bulk on ECHA Submission Portal  

(1) 

 
 

 

 

 

(2) 

 
 

 

 

The system will display the records 
uploaded from the excel file. If the list 
includes the correct values, click on 
‘Submit’. 

Following submission, a 
Submission Number is 
assigned. By clicking on the 

submission number you can 
access to the submission 
report.  
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Figure 8: Summary of the status of Simplified SCIP Notifications submitted in the ECHA 

Submission Portal.  

(The red square highlights a failed SSN submission marked as ).   
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2.3 Use of simplified SCIP notifications by companies in different 

supply chains 

 

The Simplified SCIP Notification (SSN) can also be used by duty holders at the top of different 

supply chains that receive and supply an article or complex object whilst not performing any 

change to it, e.g. companies belonging to the same corporate group that place on the market 

the same article or complex object in each respective EU country. In this case, the principle 

which assumes that at the top of each EU supply chain there is a duty holder with a role of 

producer or importer of the same article or complex object who is responsible for gathering all 

the information about substances incorporated in that article or complex object does not prevent 

the use of SSN by duty holders at the top of different supply chains who import or produce the 

same article or complex object, for example importers who are companies belonging to the same 

corporate group. However, those duty holders at the top of different supply chains need to 

establish the necessary arrangements, if needed, where one of them submits a SCIP notification 

containing a dossier with the required information for the article or complex object, and the 

other duty holders use the SSN to refer to the information submitted by the duty holder 

submitting the dossier to ECHA. 

Note that each duty holder remains responsible for the SCIP notification containing the dossier 

and its content. Finally, it is up to the individual duty holders, or otherwise, to enter into the 

necessary arrangements, if considered needed, to use such tools to fulfil the SCIP notification 

duties. 

To better understand how the simplified SCIP notification (SSN) may work in practice, Figure 9 

shows an overview of a hypothetical example for the specific case of importers who are 

companies belonging to the same corporate group.  
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Figure 9: Hypothetical example illustrating the use of Simplified SCIP notifications (SSNs) by 

importers belonging to the same corporate group.  

 

 

1. Company 1, Company 2 and Company 3 belonging to the same corporate group, who are 

importers and place the same Bicycle A on the EU market supplied by a non-EU supplier, 

enter in the necessary arrangements if needed, where one of them submits a SCIP 

notification containing a dossier with the required information, and the other companies 

use the SSN to refer to the information submitted in that dossier to ECHA. 

 

2. Company 1 submits a SCIP notification dossier for Bicycle A in the ECHA Submission 

Portal.9 As a result of a successful submission, Company 1 receives from ECHA, in the 

initial submission report (see Figure 1), the SCIP number 1 for the notification of ‘Bicycle 

A’.  

 

3. Company 1 provides the SCIP number 1, received in the initial SCIP submission report, 

to Company 2 and Company 3, as described in the points above. 

 

4. Company 2 and Company 3 submit a simplified SCIP notification (SSN) for Bicycle A to 

ECHA using the SCIP number 1 (see Figure 3) received from Company 1.  

 

5. After submitting a successful SSN, Company 2 and Company 3 receive their own SCIP 

numbers in their submission reports (see Figure 4), the SCIP number 2 and the SCIP 

number 3 , respectively (Figure 9). No data for Bicycle A is being submitted by these 

companies in their SSNs, they are just referring to the data included in the SCIP 

notification that was successfully submitted to ECHA by Company 1.   

Non-EU supplier 
Company 1:  

Importer S - France  

(S group) 

Bicycle A 

SCIP 

number 1 

SCIP 

number 1 

(Bicycle A) 

EU border 

Bicycle A 

Company 2:  

Importer S - Spain  

(S group) 

Bicycle A 

Company 3:  

Importer S - Finland  

(S group) 

Bicycle A 

Bicycle A 

Company 1 

information  

+ Dossier 

 

 

 

SSN: 

 Company 2 

information + 

SCIP number 1 

(Bicycle A) 

SSN: 

 Company 3 

information + 

SCIP number 1 

(Bicycle A) 

SCIP no. 2 

SCIP no. 3 
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6. Company 2 and Company 3 may provide respectively the SCIP number 2 and the SCIP 

number 3 received in their SCIP notification reports concerning their SSNs for Bicycle A, 

to their customers, i.e. the next recipients of Bicycle A in the supply chain e.g. together 

with the information communicated down the supply chain under REACH Art. 33(1) to 

those customers to make use of the SSN, in case they supply the same Bicycle A further 

down in the supply chain (e.g. if they are distributors).  

 

 

2.4 Simplified SCIP Notification(s) for one or more Legal Entities 

The ECHA Submission portal includes a feature on the ‘Simplified SCIP Notification’ (Simplified 

SCIP Notification) section to allow a ‘foreign user’ (foreign user)10  to carry out the submission 

of simplified SCIP notification(s) for one or more duty holders (legal entities11) in one 

submission. 

 

 This feature can be useful when the simplified SCIP notification (SSN) is used by 

companies belonging to the same corporate group placing on the EU market the same article 

or complex object as it is described in section 2.3 of this document. One company within a 

corporate group can submit data on behalf of other companies of the group. 

 

The use of this feature entails the following pre-conditions: 

 

1. A foreign user link using ECHA Accounts is established between one or more duty 

holder account(s) and the company responsible for the submission of SCIP notification 

on behalf of the duty holder(s). 

2. A SCIP number must exist, i.e., SCIP notifications (in principle with a SCIP dossier) 

have been submitted successfully to the SCIP database by a company within the 

corporate group. 

 

The foreign user functionality in ECHA Accounts allows a third party to create and/or use an 

ECHA account to submit data to the SCIP database on behalf of a duty holder. This 

functionality is based on intra-party arrangements. Additional information related with the 

foreign user functionality is available in Q&A 1665, Q&A 960 and ‘ECHA Accounts manual’ 

(ECHA Accounts Manual). 

 

In order to be able to use this feature to submit Simplified SCIP Notification(s) for one or more 

Legal Entities (duty holders) the foreign user needs to set up the needed rights for the 

interested Legal Entities. 

 

The sequential steps which need to be followed are: 

 

1. Set up the foreign user rights of the interested legal entities  

2. Compile the SCIP numbers needed to submit SSNs on behalf of the interested legal 

entities  

 

 

 
10 See definition chapter 6.12 of the ‘ECHA Accounts Manual for Industry Users’ (“ECHA Accounts Manual 
for Industry Users”) available under ‘Related’ at https://echa.europa.eu/support-echa-accounts-and-eu-
login.  
11 In this context, a duty holder is a legal entity who has the duty to submit a SCIP notification. However, 
the general concept of legal entity (‘legal entity’) is broader as explained in the definition under chapter 

2.1 of the ‘ECHA Accounts Manual for Industry Users’. It covers other entities who are not duty holders 
required to submit a SCIP notification (e.g. a third party).  

https://echa.europa.eu/support-echa-accounts-and-eu-login
https://echa.europa.eu/support-echa-accounts-and-eu-login
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3. Access the ECHA submission portal and select ‘Submit a simplified SCIP notification’ 

(see Figure 3). 

 

4. If you are interested in submitting simplified SCIP notifications in bulk upload an excel 

file with two or more SCIP numbers under ‘Upload and submission of simplified SCIP 

notifications in bulk’ section or if you are interested in submitting an individual simplified 

SCIP notification for an article or complex object, insert a single SCIP number in the 

respective field (‘SCIP number’) under the ‘Submission of a simplified SCIP notification 

for an individual SCIP number’ section. 

Note: The next points cover only the explanation of the process to submit simplified SCIP 

notifications in bulk as the subsequent steps for both processes are very similar. 

5. The excel file to be uploaded needs to include in the first column the list of SCIP numbers 

of the articles and complex objects to notify.  

6. The system will display the SCIP numbers and other records uploaded (Figure 10) from 

the excel file. Figure 10 also shows the area to select one or more Legal Entities for which 

you are interested in submitting simplified SCIP notifications, namely those for which you 

are submitting on their behalf as a foreign user, for the displayed SCIP numbers. Please 

select one or more Legal Entities from your list of Legal Entities under the section 

‘Submission of simplified SCIP notifications for one or more Legal Entities’ (Submission 

of simplified SCIP notifications for one or more Legal Entities) to submit simplified SCIP 

notifications in bulk, for the SCIP numbers displayed. 

Figure 10: View of the SCIP numbers and other records uploaded from the excel file and the 
section ‘Submission of simplified SCIP notifications for one or more Legal Entities’ to select 
relevant Legal Entities 

 

 
 

7. After submitting the SSNs for the selected Legal Entities by clicking on the ‘Submit’ 

The system displays the 
records uploaded from 
the excel file. 

Select one or more 
Legal Entities from 
your list and click 
‘Submit’ 



Tools to refer to SCIP data already submitted to ECHA 21 

 

 

button, a list of submissions sent by each legal entity selected is displayed, where you 

can access the respective submission reports, by clicking on each submission number as 

shown in Figure 11.  

Figure 11: View of the list of submissions sent by each Legal Entity 

 
 

8. Verify the status of your submissions, in the submission reports, to ensure that new 

SCIP numbers have been assigned to your submissions.  

 

 

  

By clicking on a submission 
number, you can access the 
respective submission report. 

SCIP numbers used 
to submit SSNs. 
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3. “Referencing” in a SCIP Notification 

ECHA also developed a tool to make it possible for certain suppliers of complex objects, i.e. 

objects made up of more than one article, to refer, for one or several components in the complex 

object, to data already submitted to ECHA. This is dubbed “referencing” in a SCIP notification.  

 

“Referencing” aims at facilitating the management of data concerning the components (either 

articles as such or complex objects) of a complex object on the creation of an IUCLID dossier to 

submit a SCIP notification for the complex objects. For example, a bicycle is a complex object 

with several components such as a wheel (complex object) and the handlebar grips (articles as 

such). The main target users of ‘referencing’ are assemblers or complex object producers that 

make complex objects and place them on the EU market. 

 

The use of “referencing” in a SCIP notification makes it possible for duty holder, in particular an 

assembler, on a voluntary basis, to refer to information on the complex object components 

(either articles as such or complex objects) already submitted to ECHA by an upstream supplier 

of the assembler or by the duty holder itself, in the SCIP notification of its assembled complex 

object.  

 

An assembler using “referencing” can create a “light-weight” SCIP notification dossier of a 

complex object, where the complex object component information can be incorporated in the 

dossier by just inserting the SCIP number referring to the data already submitted to ECHA for 

that complex object component.  

  

 Additional information on how to create a dossier and how to update a notification is 

available in the document “SCIP Database Notifications - How to prepare and submit a SCIP 

notification” and “Requirements for SCIP Notifications” available at the dedicated SCIP 

support webpage on ECHA website. 

 

The duty holder (e.g. assembler) is still responsible for the information submitted to ECHA in a 

SCIP notification and the compliance with the SCIP notification obligation, namely for the 

information referred to by using ”referencing”.  

A pre-condition to use ‘referencing’ in a SCIP notification for an assembled complex object is to 

receive the SCIP number of the complex object component’s SCIP notification already submitted 

to ECHA. For instance, in the case of an assembler, the SCIP number can be provided by the 

upstream supplier as an element of the information to be provided under REACH Art. 33(1)8. 

 

“Referencing” is only applicable if the component (article as such or complex object) to which 

the referencing is made to is the same as the component for which the referencing is used.5 This 

is not the case, for example, where the component for which the referencing is used underwent 

any changes in the physical form or chemical composition when incorporated in the complex 

object.  

The most common scenario of use of the “referencing” is the case of an assembler incorporating 

an article as such or a complex object into a complex object and referring to the data submitted 

in a SCIP notification by its upstream supplier for the incorporated article as such or complex 

object. In this case “Referencing” is only applicable if the supplied article remains the same as a 

component in the assembled complex object, i.e. it does not undergo any changes when 

incorporated in the complex object: 

  

- An article as such received is the same as the article incorporated in the assembled 

complex object if there is no change in the physical form (shape, surface and design) and 

in its chemical composition.  

- A complex object (A) received is the same as the one incorporated in the assembled 

complex (B) if: 

https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
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- there is no change on the physical form nor composition of any article in the complex 

object (A) used as a component when assembling complex object (B); and 

- the components, subcomponents and articles in the complex object (A) used as a 

component in the assembled complex (B) are kept the same when assembling 

complex object (B). 

 

 

The information disseminated by ECHA concerning a complex object SCIP notification 

dossier using “referencing” for one or more components of that complex object includes 

the information contained in the dossiers already submitted to the SCIP database for those 

components that the dossier is referring to, including the article name of the component 

(the article name displayed in dissemination will be the name reported in the dossier 

already submitted to SCIP) 12. 

  

  

 

 

 
12 For more information, section 2.3 of the document “Dissemination and confidentiality in the SCIP 
database” available at https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support.    

https://echa.europa.eu/scip-support
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3.1 How does “referencing” in a SCIP notification work? 

To better understand how “referencing” in a SCIP notification works in practice, sequential 

steps are listed and explained in detail below with the support of a hypothetical example 

(bicycle A) as shown in Figure 12. 

Figure 12: Overview of “referencing” in a SCIP notification for a hypothetical example (bicycle 
A) 
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1. Company 1 produces handlebar grips, articles as such containing a Candidate List 

substance in a concentration above 0.1% w/w and supplies them to Company 3 to be 

incorporated in a bicycle. Company 1 submits a SCIP notification dossier to ECHA for the 

Handlebar Grip HCC. As a result of the submission process, Company 1 receives from 

ECHA a SCIP number 1 in the submission report (see Figure below). The SCIP number 

remains the same in case Company 1 submits an update of this SCIP notification. 

 

 
 

2. Company 2 imports Wheels (Wheel X), which incorporate at least one article as such 

containing a Candidate List substance in a concentration above 0.1% w/w and supplies 

them to Company 3 to be incorporated in a bicycle. Company 2 submits a SCIP 

notification dossier to ECHA for the Wheel X. As a result of the submission process 

Company 2 receives from ECHA a SCIP number 2 in the submission report. The SCIP 

number remains the same in case Company 2 submits an update of this SCIP notification. 

 

3. Company 1 (producer of Handlebar Grip HCC) and Company 2 (importer of Wheel X) 

provide respectively the SCIP number 1 and the SCIP number 2, received in the initial 

SCIP submission report, to customers, namely Company 3, the next recipients of the 

Handlebar Grip HCC  and the Wheel X in the supply chain. The SCIP number 1 and SCIP 

number 2 are communicated on a voluntary basis by Company 1 and Company 2 to 

Company 3 (assembler of Bicycle A), e.g. together with the information communicated 

down the supply chain under REACH Art. 33(1), to make it possible for Company 3 to 

prepare, using “referencing”, a SCIP notification dossier for Bicycle A.   

 

4. Company 3, the assembler and supplier of Bicycle A, needs to submit a SCIP notification 

for Bicycle A to ECHA. Since Company 3 received the SCIP numbers 1 and 2 from 

Company 1 and Company 2, respectively, concerning their SCIP notifications to ECHA by 

submitting a SCIP dossier with all the required information for Handlebar Grip HCC and 

Wheel X, Company 3 can prepare a SCIP notification dossier for Bicycle A using 

”referencing”.  

 

The preparation of a SCIP notification dossier for Bicycle A is done by creating an article 

dataset in IUCLID as explained in the document “SCIP Database Notifications - How to 

prepare and submit a SCIP notification”. When using “referencing” for Bicycle A SCIP 
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notification dossier, Company 3, instead of inserting all the information concerning the 

Bicycle A components (Handlebar Grip HCC and Wheel X) under the complex object 

component(s) section, reports only the SCIP numbers 1 and 2 for these components 

received from Company 1 and Company 2, respectively, as shown in Figures 12 and 13, 

and explained in the above mentioned document.       

 

 Figure 13 shows the data that must be inserted for a complex object component by 

Company 3, when using “referencing” in IUCLID. Company 3 must: 

- include the article name for the complex object component (potentially meaningful 

name for the company preparing the data, Company 3, but irrelevant for dissemination 

by ECHA) in the ‘Article name’ field; 

- select ‘SCIP number’ from the ‘Primary article identifier type’ list; 

- and insert the SCIP number provided by the upstream supplier of respective 

complex object component under the ‘Primary article identifier value’ field, i.e., SCIP 

number provided by company 1 and company 2, respectively for the handle bar grip HCC 

and the Wheel X).     

Figure 13: Required data for the complex object component when using “referencing” 

 

 

    

Note: The name of the component (under ‘Article name’) you are reporting is 

meaningless for effects of dissemination, i.e. ECHA makes available on its website (SCIP 

database) the name as it was provided in the dossier containing the required 

information for the component that a company is referring to.12 In this example the 

identifier that will be available on the SCIP database is the component name reported 

by Company 1: Handlebar Grip HCC (i.e. not the article name that Company is using to 

report it - Handelbar_3 (see Figure 13). 

 

5. Once the article dataset in IUCLID has been finalised for Bicycle A, i.e. all the required 

information has been inserted, including “referencing” to the complex object components, 

Company 3 creates a SCIP notification dossier (“light-weight”) for Bicycle A and submits 

it to ECHA in the ECHA Submission Portal (see Figure 14). 

 

- Primary article identifier type: ‘SCIP 

number’ 

 

- Primary article identifier value: e.g. 

SCIP number provided by company 1 

(supplier of the handlebar grip) 

Create a new Article 

 
Identifiers 
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 Figure 14 shows the ‘Upload and submit’ (Upload and submit) section on the ECHA 

Submission Portal, where the submitter, Company 3, uploads and submits the created 

‘light-weight’ SCIP notification dossier.  

Figure 14: View of the ‘Upload and submit’ section on the ECHA Submission Portal 

 
 

 

6. After a successful submission of the SCIP notification dossier (‘light-weight’) for Bicycle 

A in the ECHA Submission Portal, Company 3 receives from ECHA, in the submission 

report (see Figure 1), the SCIP number 3 for the notification of ‘Bicycle A’. This submission 

report includes, among others:  

o the status of the notification [Submission status]; 

o the attributed SCIP number of the notification (for Bicycle A) [SCIP number]; 

o the submission number [Submission number]; 

o the name [Article name], primary article identifier type and value of the Bicycle 

A; 

o the notification type: initial or update [Notification type: Initial/Update]; 

o and the submission events [Submission events].  

 

7. After receiving from ECHA, in the submission report of a successful submission, the SCIP 

number 3 for the notification of ‘Bicycle A’, Company 3 can provide on a voluntary basis 

this SCIP number to customers, e.g. together with the information communicated down 

the supply chain under REACH Art. 33(1), to make it possible for them to make use of 

the simplified SCIP notification (SSN), in case they supply the same Bicycle A further 

down in the supply chain (e.g. if they are distributors), as explained in section 2 of this 

document.    

 

 In the example illustrated in Figure 12, if Company 1 updates its notification for handlebar 

grip HCC, Company 3 does not need to re-submit or update their notification for Bicycle A, as 

long as the update is relevant for him. However, Company 1 should communicate the changes 

in the updated dossier submitted to ECHA for instance as part of the information communicated 

under REACH Article 33(1) to Company 3. These companies should pass on this information to 

the next actors in the supply chain, and so on. 
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