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Greetings from what has been a wonderfully sunny Helsinki. I hope that this augers well for
a beautiful summer for all of us.
The last two months have been an extremely busy time for my colleagues and me in ECHA:
- We held a tremendously successful Stakeholders’ Day in May, with over 570 people
participating in Helsinki and online. You can still watch the webstream on our website until
27 June if you weren’t able to join us live;
- We submitted on time our first recommendation to the European Commission that seven
substances of very high concern be placed on the Authorisation List. That recommendation was the culmination of proposals from the Member States, comments from the
general public and the opinion of the Member States’ Committee;
- We launched an awareness and urgency raising campaign “the clock is ticking – form
your SIEF now” in response to the concern that many SIEFs with a November 2010 registration deadline aren’t progressing quickly enough to meet it;
- We launched a series of developments to the ECHA website which should make it easier
for you to find the information that you’re looking for. We’ve also launched a web survey to
seek your views on the website – we’d be very grateful if you’d complete it so that we can
continue to improve;
- We continue to recruit new staff as we build up to the number
necessary to manage the workload that 2010 will bring. Vacancies
are advertised across Europe as well as on our website. We’re
extremely encouraged by the response to those calls. It’s very
positive that we are attracting high calibre candidates from across
the European Union. We currently employ people from 24 of the
27 Member States and have a gender balance of 50:50 – something to be proud of.
I wish you a successful summer and I look forward to meeting
you perhaps in one of our workshops that are planned for the
autumn.

ECHA’s Second Stakeholders’ Day took
place at the Helsinki Exhibition & Convention
Centre on 27 May. Photo by Esko Jämsä.
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From the Executive Office
Secretariat of the Management
Board
At its 12th meeting in April 2009, the Management Board adopted the General Report of
ECHA’s activities in 2008. The Executive Director stressed the importance of the lessons
learned in the first year of operation, which
will be helpful in tackling future challenges.
The document has been made available on
ECHA’s website and is being translated into
all official EU languages.
The Management Board discussed the final
report of the working group on the reimbursement of tasks executed by Member States
and the adoption of a decision for the scale
of payments to Member States (pending approval by the Commission). According to this
draft decision, the Member States would be
reimbursed for Substance Evaluation and
for work undertaken by rapporteurs and support staff on restrictions. Payments would be
based on a fixed number of working days estimated for these tasks while the price per day
would depend on a calculation of the real cost
in each country using Eurostat statistics.
Finally, the Board heard a report on the progress made by ECHA on developing a general
approach for granting access to REACH-IT
to the Member State Competent Authorities
(MSCAs) and the relevant Commission services; and appointed 3 alternates/additional
technical members of the Board of Appeal.

ECHA website: New SIEF and
Help sections launched and Publications section updated
ECHA has launched two new web sections
– Help and SIEF. The Help section provides
easy access to the technical documents and
helpdesk support that companies may need
when preparing and submitting their dossiers
to ECHA.
The SIEF section gives a brief overview of
the critical information on SIEFs (Substance
Information Exchange Fora) and how to prepare for registration under REACH.
In addition to the new launches, the Publications section of the website has been
revamped to facilitate the access to documents published by ECHA. The publications
are now grouped under nine main headings:
administrative documents, brochures, fact
sheets, guidance documents, newsletters,
press material, Q&A documents, technical
manuals and reports.
To see the pages, please go to:
SIEF:
http://echa.europa.eu/sief_en.asp
Help:
http://echa.europa.eu/help_en.asp
Publications:
http://echa.europa.eu/publications_en.asp
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Ann Thurvander appointed as
the chair of the Committee for
Socio-economic Analysis
Ms Ann Thuvander has been appointed as
the Chair of the Committee for Socio-economic Analysis. Ms Thuvander is Swedish and she comes
to ECHA from the
Executive Agency of
Health and Consumers (EAHC) where she
worked as a scientific
project officer. Before
her career in EAHC,
Ms Thuvander worked
as a Head of Unit of
Environmental Medicine at the National Board of Health and
Welfare in Sweden.

Head of Unit appointed for the
new unit Evaluation II
Mr Norbert Fedtke has been appointed as
the Head of Unit for the new unit Evaluation II. Mr Fedtke is a German toxicologist
who has been working in ECHA as a Senior Scientific Officer
in the Directorate of
Assessment since
January 2009. Previously he has worked
in the chemical manufacturing industry
as well as in downstream user industries in positions related to product safety.

Ms Thuvander has a PhD in Veterinary Pathology, and her areas of expertise include
environmental science, toxicology, socioeconomic analysis and public health.

ECHA and EFSA enhance their
cooperation
The Executive Director of the European
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) Catherine
Geslain-Lanéelle visited ECHA on 20 May
2009, meeting with Geert Dancet, Executive
Director of ECHA, to discuss the enhancement of cooperation between the two EU
agencies.
In this regard, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed by the two Directors, on behalf of their respective agencies, to formalise this cooperation, and
guide its further development. Through the
MoU, EFSA and ECHA agree to increase
their cooperation on the assessment of the
hazards and risks of chemical substances
and on the development of risk assessment
methodologies for food/feed and chemical
safety.
The Agencies will also intensify their exchange of information and scientific data
and work more closely in the development of
science-based opinions and advice by their
scientific committees/panels, and in the field
of communication. The MoU is available online at EFSA’s website.

Commissioner Dimas congratulated ECHA on a job well done
The EU Commissioner for the Environment,
Mr Stavros Dimas, visited the Agency and
met ECHA staff on 28 May.
Mr Dimas congratulated ECHA for taking
up the challenge of making REACH work.
He highlighted that REACH is a complex
piece of legislation but at the
same time expressed that it
is the greatest
EU
achievement of the
past ten years.
In particular, Mr
Dimas wanted
to expess his
gratitude
on
how
ECHA
handled
the
pre-registration: ”I admire
the ECHA staff
for responding to the IT challenges and handling the incredible number of pre-registrations efficiently. Thank you for keeping your
cool!”
Mr Dimas highlighted the benefits of REACH
in Europe and across the world. He trusts
that ECHA will tackle the challenges arising
and the benefits will materialise. “REACH is
expected to bring many benefits to public
health and the environment. But the way of
reaching these benefits is in your hands. I’m
convinced that if ECHA takes the challenge
and becomes the scientific and technical
centre of excellence in chemicals, these
benefits will be achieved.”

News from ECHA
Restrictions possible under REACH since 1 June 2009

Helsinki Chemicals Forum:
Looking for new paths

On 1 June, a new process entered into force to restrict chemicals in the EU. Now the EU
Member States, or ECHA on behalf of the European Commission, can initiate a process to
restrict the manufacture, placing on the market or use of a chemical substance.

The first Helsinki Chemicals Forum took place
on 28 – 29 May 2009 at the Helsinki Exhibition and Convention Centre. The European
Chemicals Agency participated in the event.

Under the REACH Regulation, a restriction
can be introduced if a substance poses an
unacceptable risk to human health or the
environment. Restricting the use of chemicals is nothing new. REACH contains already 58 entries (dangerous substances,
preparations and articles) where the use of
chemicals is in one way or the other restricted on the basis of earlier legislation. These
entries are listed in the Annex XVII of the
regulation.

The speakers and panellists (representing
authorities, chemicals industry and non-governmental organisations) discussed global
issues to do with chemicals such as regulation, innovation and competitiveness and
communication between consumers and the
industry.

From 1 June, an EU Member State or ECHA
(on demand of the European Commission)
can submit a dossier initiating a process to
restrict the manufacturing, placing on the
market or use of a particular substance either as such, or in mixtures or articles.
This dossier needs to contain a description
of the risks as well as available information
on alternative substances and/or techniques
that can be used to replace the substance.
The dossier also needs to address other
possible legislative ways to reduce the risk
at the Community level. Finally, the benefits
and costs of the suggested restriction need
to be analysed.
Once a restriction dossier is submitted,
ECHA’s two Committees for Risk Assessment (RAC) and Socio-Economic Analysis
(SEAC) have 9 and 12 months respectively
to formulate their opinions about the restriction. Taking into account these opinions,
the European Commission has then three
months to propose a “comitology” decision
to the Council. The European Parliament
will also take part in this decision.
Transparency and consultations
Consultation and transparency are key elements in the restriction process. Member
States and ECHA are encouraged to consult
stakeholders when preparing their dossiers.
Once the two committees have established
that the dossier conforms with the REACH
requirements, it is placed on the internet for
public consultation for six months.
The draft opinion of the SEAC will also be
placed on the internet for further public
consultation for two months. The Committees which have observers from non-governmental organisations and industry will
take these comments into account when
formulating their opinions. Also the Forum
will give advice on the enforceability of the
proposed restriction.

Call for socio-economic analysis
A socio-economic analysis has to be carried
out as an integral part of the preparation of
the restriction proposal. When this analysis
is started early it can help in the identification of the most effective options to control
the risk.
Registry of Intentions for restrictions
Since 1 June 2009, Member States may
submit notifications of their intention to prepare a restriction dossier, and the Commission may request ECHA to prepare a dossier.
The Registry of Intentions for restrictions
is being made public since June 2009. By
watching the updates of this registry industry, NGOs and Member State authorities will
see which substances a restriction dossier
is being prepared for and when the process
is expected to start. The registry provides
a possibility for all stakeholders to receive
information early in the process and be well
prepared to submit contributions and comments during the official consultations.
According to ECHA’s current information,
Member States are planning to submit their
first restriction proposals in spring 2010.
The Commission has indicated that it may
request ECHA to prepare proposals as a
result of the review obligations that are included in the current entries of the restricted
substances (in Annex XVII of REACH).
So, looking forward, ECHA and its Committees are prepared to receive restriction proposals in June 2009, and are waiting for the
first proposal.

On behalf of the European Institutions, EU
Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas
highlighted the positive effects of REACH on
chemicals management but also referred to
the many remaining challenges like nanotechnology and cocktails of chemicals affecting human health. Klaus Berend, Head of the
Chemicals Unit, DG Enterprise and Industry,
confirmed that REACH already affects global
trade policy and legislations in different parts
of the world.
“The annual Helsinki Chemicals Forum will
be an extremely valuable new high-level discussion forum on chemicals and sustainable
development,” said Geert Dancet, Executive
Director of ECHA in his speech.
Initiatives like sharing worldwide information
that companies produce in connection with
their REACH obligations were discussed.
Innovations by the chemical industry should
be based on customer needs, and REACH
should enable consumers to feel safe.
More information:
http://finnexpo.multiedition.fi/wwwcem/cem/
index.php

ECHA revamps the REACH
guidance web pages
The web pages containing the REACH Guidance Documents have been re-structured.
The page now consists of four sub-sections:
Guidance Documents, Guidance in a nutshell,
Fact Sheets, and Consultation Procedure.
More information:

Further information:

http://guidance.echa.europa.eu/guidance_en.htm

Registry of Intentions:
http://echa.europa.eu/chem_data/
reg_intentions_en.asp
Restrictions:
http://guidance.echa.europa.eu/
restriction_en.htm
Socio-economic analysis of restrictions:
http://echa.europa.eu/reach/sea_en.asp

ECHA participated in the
Schuman Day festivities on
9 May

Workshop on the Candidate List and
Authorisation as Risk Management Instruments

ECHA took part in the Schuman Day celebrations at Linnanmäki amusement park in Helsinki alongside the European Commission
representation. Around 250 people visited
the ECHA stand and participated in ECHA
activities: children drew chemicals and older
people joined in an ECHA quiz. Over all the
Schuman Day at Linnanmäki included various kinds of activities. The day was opened
by Commissioner Olli Rehn and the Finnish
Europe minister Astrid Thors. Many MEPs
and MEP candidates visited the exhibition
area. In addition to EU knowledge, the day
introduced performing arts from all over Europe.
ECHA Newsletter

3

ECHA launches the SIEF campaign
On the Stakeholders’ Day on 27 May, ECHA
launched a new awareness campaign,
called “the clock is ticking – form your SIEF
now”, which intends to raise awareness
of the urgent need for action if companies
are to meet the first substance registration
deadline of 30 November 2010. The campaign banner is available to download from
ECHA’s website and is free for all to use. Industry associations and national helpdesks
are particularly encouraged to join the campaign.

The campaign will seek to promote examples of best practice from companies who
are well advanced in the registration process. It will also provide additional support
for companies who are the so called Lead
Registrants – the company taking the lead
on behalf of all the other companies who
manufacture or import the same substance.
The campaign is joint initiative of ECHA, the
industry and the Commission.

The SIEF banner on the ECHA website:
http://echa.europa.eu/news/images_en.asp

Allan Perroy: ”European industry is firmly committed to REACH compliance”
Director General of the European Chemical
Industry Council Alain Perroy* calls on companies to identify their SIEF partners and
welcomes ECHA’s activities to facilitate the
formation of SIEFs.
”The compliance with REACH is really an
urgent obligation, and the chemical industry in Europe is firmly committed to that. We
know that the timing is tough and the obligations might be seen a bit complicated and
sophisticated by individual companies, but
there are things to be done now if we want
to be ready for the first deadline of registration in 2010.
What has to be done now according to the
REACH Regulation is the formation of the
so-called Substance Information Exchange
Forum (SIEF). A SIEF is a kind of virtual
gathering; you are declared a member of a

SIEF because you are listed as a pre-registrant. And you may see in some cases that
for one substance there are hundreds - or
even thousands - of pre-registrants.
I recognise as Director General of CEFIC
that it is a bit confusing for companies, but
nevertheless I really call on companies to
take the first step now and to do everything
they can to identify their partners in the SIEF,
also to go on the ReachLink website that has
been developed by CEFIC and where they
can find already 7500 SIEFs that have been
initiated but still need to be populated.
I also count on ECHA to take further steps
to facilitate the SIEF process, because it is
a good concept in the legislation but the reality shows that it is much more difficult to
manage than foreseen.

The data sharing that is foreseen by the
REACH Regulation does not go against the
protection of business-sensitive information.
Companies are supposed to share information, if they have the common trunk, for the
preparation of the registration. They can always use the opt-out clause for what they
consider as very specific and business-sensitive information and complement the common registration with their own individual
registration for this or that application.
Of course in the process of managing this
exchange of information they need to use
a very trustworthy IT system, and this is
why again I want to refer to the fact that the
ReachLink created by CEFIC operates what
I would call a best-in-class system with full
protection of confidentiality for the individual
users.”
* Alain Perroy is a member of ECHA Management Board, nominated by the European Commission to represent industry as interested party
to REACH.

Agency Bodies
The Member State Committee Chair Anna-Liisa Sundquist:
Excellent job within tight deadlines
”It is a pleasure to chair this Committee! It has managed its tasks extremely well, although
the whole process is new,” says Anna-Liisa Sundquist, Chair of ECHA’s Member States
Committee. The first REACH authorisation process brought valuable experiences but also
showed the need for some clarification.
The Member State Committee recently gave
its opinion on seven chemical substances
of very high concern which the European
Chemicals Agency (ECHA) would like to
have strictly controlled and used only after
prior authorisation for a specific purpose. In
future, the substances should be replaced
by less dangerous alternatives.

For its opinion, the Committee considered
the properties and uses of the substances
and the information received from the Member States and in public consultations. ”The
REACH schedule is extremely tight, but we
managed to keep it. The rapporteur and his
team did an excellent job!” says Anna-Liisa
Sundquist.

The Committee generally supported ECHA’s
view, and on 1 June, the Agency recommended the European Commission the
seven substances for the authorisation list.
The final decision on inclusion of these substances in Annex XIV of the REACH Regulation will be made following a comitology
procedure.

After the substances have been included in
Annex XIV of REACH by the Commission,
companies need to apply for authorisation if
they want to use a substance on the authorisation list. For the authorisation decision,
the socio-economic impacts and the risks
of an authorisation will be examined. This
involves ECHA’s two other committees, the
Committee for Socio-Economic Analysis
and the Committee for Risk Assessment.

This was the first time that the first steps
of so-called authorisation procedure were
implemented under the REACH Regulation.
ECHA Newsletter
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Continues on page 7

Anna-Liisa Sundquist enjoys chairing the Member State Committee. Photo by ECHA Communications.

Interview: Derek Knight, Scientific Advisor
It is probably clear to anyone bumping into Derek Knight in an ECHA corridor that he is a happy man! When asked where his happiness
stems from his response is a simple one. “At ECHA I have found my dream job,” he says.
Derek’s official title is ‘Senior Scientific Advisor to the Executive Director (ED)’, a post
he has held since September of last year.
In practice his job involves giving independent advice on scientific and technical matters to both the ED and other colleagues
within ECHA. He is also expected to build
relationships on scientific matters with actors outside the Agency and in addition to
assist in the flow of communication between
ECHA and interested parties in a way which
is understandable to the audience in question. Derek has the talent of being able to
explain highly technical or complex subjects
in a language that any non-scientist can understand.

a programme on endocrine disrupters and
REACH. What a contrast to usual television
programming!
Derek describes his role as both ‘challenging’ and ‘rewarding’. Nine months in, he has
been impressed by how ECHA is genuinely
open to receiving input both from industry
and interested parties. ”I find it encouraging
that ECHA is helping registrants as much as
possible. One of our biggest challenges is
in assisting industry to get together to form
SIEFs, even though it is not ECHA’s legal
responsibility. There are tight deadlines to
be met and I know from personal experience
how difficult it can be for companies to work
together, and in this respect ECHA is doing
everything it can to assist in the process.”
Derek fully supports the goal of REACH to
reduce the need for animal testing. ”The
philosophy of REACH is that new studies
should only be used as a last resort, and
that non-animal tests should be used wherever possible. Industry has to have confidence in making their decisions based on
surrogate data and is not allowed to just automatically commission new studies. One of
our most important tasks is to better explain
how this can be done and what the consequences are. The reality is that some new
studies will have to be done simply because
there were over 30,000 substances on the
market which had not been fully tested under the old scheme, but we are pushing for
the use of surrogate data wherever this is
possible.”

Derek Knight is a scientist able to explain complex technical topics in an understandable language. Photo by ECHA Communications.

”It should be possible to be able to explain
complex REACH related matters to any
audience,” he underlines, ”the trick is to
find the right language and to get the pitch
right.” Derek certainly manages to do both
with ease, a service that has already proved
invaluable on many occasions.
Prior to taking up his position at ECHA,
Derek had only had one previous encounter
with Finland which was in May 2008 when
he visited the HICCS Conference held in
Helsinki. ”I hadn’t visited Finland before that
but I had always been aware of the excellent
reputation that the Finns had in terms of the
quality of the science here, the resources
available and the general enthusiasm and
interest of the public. They really seem to
be well-informed on chemical safety. I was
watching TV on one of my very first evenings here in Helsinki and I came across

This was one of Derek’s areas of interests in
his last job before coming to Helsinki. Derek
started his career by successfully completing a doctorate in organic chemistry at Oxford University. After working for a period as
a process support chemist Derek started
to work as a regulatory affairs professional
with a focus on industrial chemicals. He set
up his department within a private company and then developed it over the next 19
years, eventually leading a team of 35 staff.
”I have been strongly involved in chemical
safety, of different regimes and different approaches. It was hugely intellectually stimulating and it was here that we concentrated
on the application of surrogate data to predict the properties of chemicals without having to do testing. The benefits are not only
that it results in reductions in animal testing but also that it saves a huge amount in
terms of the cost to industry.”

”I guess I had simply outgrown my position
in my old job. I was ready to move on and
find a new challenge. I had always fancied
working in a regulatory capacity within the
public sector. This job has given me the
chance to go back to my core interest of
regulatory science.”
Derek certainly radiates satisfaction when
talking about his job. ”I suppose I am one
of those unusual scientists in that I find the
legal side interesting too”, he smiles. ”It is
always a challenge to work out how scientists and lawyers can best work together in
partnership. But despite the challenges it
can be done. We are proving that every day
in working together in order to achieve the
aims of REACH.”
On the personal front Derek has been happily married to his wife Ruth for over 20
years. Ruth is a nurse and a keen ballet
dancer and visits Derek in Finland regularly
finding it a relaxing change from her life in
the UK. ”We both love Finland and the lifestyle here.” Derek explains. ”In our view it is
calm and non-threatening. The people are
courteous, respectful and civilised - even
the adolescents!”
Derek struggles to come up with any negatives about the country but then finally adds
”I had heard that the language was incomprehensible before I came and this turned
out to be pretty much the case. It can make
life awkward in terms of practical things like
finding the right street or identifying the right
food in a supermarket. In some ways it is a
little like being in Japan!”
When asked about his pastimes Derek
says that he enjoys spending time with good
friends. ”I also love the fact that at ECHA
I am surrounded by intelligent and interesting colleagues from throughout Europe who
very much share my own fields of scientific
interest. It has been hugely stimulating.”
Derek admits though that his move to Finland constituted an enormous change to his
life. But he has no regrets.
”I am proud to be involved in something
which I feel is so worthwhile. REACH is
an elegant system which will genuinely improve human health and safety for the environment. I never expected to experience
such a dramatic change to my life at my age
but I feel very privileged to have been given
a chance to be a part of it!”

So given that Derek found his previous
career to be so fulfilling, why the move to
ECHA?
ECHA Newsletter
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Stakeholders
570 people from around the world took part in ECHA’s Second Stakeholders’ Day
Over 570 stakeholders from 33 countries participated in the European Chemicals Agency’s second Stakeholders’ Day. Over 300 were
present at the Helsinki Exhibition & Convention Centre and a further 270 joined in via web stream.
The main discussion topic was the urgent need for companies to work together and share data in so-called SIEFs, in order to prepare joint
dossiers for the registration of each chemical substance.
The Stakeholders’ event was web streamed live across the globe and is viewable until 27 June on the ECHA website. All the slides presented at the event are also available online. ECHA will organise the next stakeholder event in late autumn 2009. It will focus on the classification and labelling of substances.
More information:
The 2nd Stakeholders’ Day general information, programme, presentations and
video recording:
http://echa.europa.eu/news/events/2nd_
stakeholders_day_en.asp

Introducing ECHA stakeholders
ECHA’s Stakeholder Days bring together diverse stakeholder groups. There are, among
others, representatives of EU and non-EU
manufacturers, importers, downstream users, REACH consultation companies and
the press. For many, the main reason to attend these events is the chance to meet colleagues in the same field of operation and
the ECHA staff.
Brit Garry Dix, who works for an international fragrance company, came to Helsinki in
order to keep up with all the developments
in REACH and to network. He found the day
useful and informative. For him the greatest
challenges of the REACH process are meeting deadlines and the technical aspects of
the testing required. “I hope that ECHA can
keep doing what they have been doing, keep-

Esa Virolainen is worried about the tight deadlines
of REACH. “I hope that ECHA has the resources
to do the work required”, he said. Photo by ECHA
Communications.
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The preparation of joint dossiers was the main discussion topic at the Second Stakeholders’ Day. The
SIEF campaign was launced at the event. Photo by Esko Jämsä.

ing everyone up-to-date with the latest information and developments”, Garry added.
Finn Esa Virolainen works as a REACH coordinator for a big industrial company. He
thinks that the huge work load in conjunction with meeting the strict deadlines is the
greatest challenge of the new regulation and
for ECHA. He found the Stakeholders’ Day
useful in general, but added that he would
have liked to get more fresh information.
Journalist Hilfra Tandy stated that organising a series of stakeholders’ days is important as there is still much confusion and
ignorance about REACH implementation.
She hoped that ECHA will have the ability
to do the job it has been asked to do. “The
greatest challenge of the process is not forgetting the overarching aim and getting too
bogged down in what is becoming a nightmare of detail”, she said.
Consultant Ying Zhu was looking forward to
meeting the ECHA staff and asking questions that have been bothering her. In her
opinion the stakeholders’ events are good
for awareness raising. “There are still a lot
of problems with the REACH process and
at these events people can express their
different views, expectations and problems
they have in practice.” From ECHA Ms Zhu
wanted more guidance and instructions:
“The REACH legislation is very ambitious
and the reality is often much more complex.
The quality of the compliance work varies a
lot as the interpretation of this new legislation is not very clear.”

Ying Zhu thinks that the new regulation is very
demanding. At the moment she would like to have
more guidance on the SIEF process. Photo by
ECHA Communications.

ECHA welcomes all feedback
At the Stakeholders’ event ECHA collected
feedback on the event itself, on communications in general and on the ECHA website.
Analysis of the feedback will be presented
at a later stage.
ECHA invites all stakeholders to send
additional feedback on ECHA events or
communications to:
info@echa.europa.eu
The electronic website questionnaire is still
available for the whole month of June at
http://echa.europa.eu/forms/survey_en.asp.

Statistics
Table 1 shows the number of dossiers received by ECHA between 1 June 2008 and
3 June 2009. The pie chart (1) shows the
number of registration dossiers submitted
by country in 2009. Table 2 shows the registration dossiers by tonnage, submitted in
2009.
* Accepted for processing: number of dossiers containing
the necessary information for processing them, i.e. perform a completeness check. Examples of dossiers not
accepted for processing are: dossiers without submission
form, submission form not filled in correctly, information
mismatch between the submission form and the IUCLID
5 dossier, company not signed up in REACH-IT, same
dossier submitted twice, no substance information etc

Table 1: Dossiers received since 01/06/2008
Dossier type

Total submitted

Non phase-in
substances

Accepted for
processing*

Complete

Non phase-in
substances

Inquiry

1548

n.a.

1090

475

n.a.

Intermediates
on-site

104

82

61

34

29

Intermediates
transported

324

305

180

114

108

Registration
dossiers

429

313

141

67

37

PPORD notifications

639

n.a.

425

306

n.a.

TOTAL

3044

700

1897

996

174

Chart 1: Submitted registration dossiers by country in 2009 (total 336).
Table 2. Registration dossiers by tonnage, submitted in 2009
Tonnage band

Submitted

1 - 10

193

Complete
27

10 - 100

61

12

100 - 1 000

27

6

1 000 +

55

15

Total

336

60

Lead Registrant nominations
As of 8 June 2009, ECHA has received the
contact details from 393 Lead Registrants.
Most of them indicated their intention to register by the 2010 deadline.

Continued from page 4
The Member State Committee - Lessons
learnt
This first experience showed that the relationship between authorisation and restrictions on one hand and authorisation and
other legislation on the other is not always
clear yet. ”This requires legal analysis at the
Commission. We all learnt from the process,
and the Member States have now more experience on what should be taken into account for the proposals. The preparation of
the dossiers requires much work. This is
why the number of the proposed substances may not be very high at any time.”
Anna-Liisa Sundquist recognises the fact
that many would like to see higher numbers
of substances put under tight control at a
faster pace. ”In my opinion it is good that
we try to catch the most difficult substances

first. I also expect that industry will search
for
alternatives already before the substances
will be candidates for authorisation. Changes happen also for other reasons and not
only due to the authorisation procedure.”

In autumn, the Member State Committee
will probably deal with the first draft decisions of ECHA on testing proposed by companies in their registration dossiers and on
compliance check of dossiers with REACH
requirements.

Fruitful exchange of opinions

”We expect a few draft decisions for our October meeting. This is again a new area for
us. Also the next proposals on substances
of very high concern will be on our agenda,
and the Committee should find an unanimous agreement on them at the latest in
December.”

Anna-Liisa Sundquist finds the cooperation with stakeholder representatives at the
Committee meetings successful. ”They intervened with facts and participated actively
in the discussion. For the Committee, it was
useful to receive immediate feedback from
the stakeholders, and they in turn could see
how the decisions were made.”
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ECHA’s Anniversary
ECHA celebrated its second anniversary on 1 June. At the same time it was the first anniversary of REACH operations. To commemorate
the event, ECHA staff gathered together on a little island just outside the Helsinki city centre to spend a summer evening in a maritime
atmospere.
Below is a image collage of the event with some ‘highlights of the year’ given by the Agency staff.

“The highlight of the year...well I think the
Stakeholders’ Day and surviving it, the
preparations. It was a really rewarding experience, to see the happy customers there.
And also surviving the pre-registration of
course.”
- Marjaana Lindy, Communications

“The highlight of my year was when I was
asked to go to Skopje to speak about the
pre-registration and registration on behalf of
ECHA. It was really rewarding. I also think
working in a multicultural environment is a
fantastic thing. To see all these people come
together is a nice experience. I think everybody is here because the job is so great.”
- Bettina Abela, Guidance and Helpdesks

“I’m proud that we all, together, from a standing start, have succeeded in meeting all the
demands placed on us by the REACH regulation”
- Geert Dancet, Executive Director

“For me the most fascinating thing was to
see people joining together and achieving
together - to see the spirit of ECHA.”
- Frank Buchler, Executive Office

_____________________________________
To subscribe to the ECHA news alerts and
newsletter, send your e-mail address to:
info@echa.europa.eu
Disclaimer: The views presented in the Newsletter do not necessarily represent the official
position of the European Chemicals Agency.
All the links are up to date at the time of the
publication.

European Chemicals Agency
Annankatu 18, P.O. Box 400,
FI-00121 Helsinki Finland
Tel. +358 9 6861 80
Fax +358 9 6861 8210
234 ECHAns enjoyed a sunny anniversary evening in Helsinki. Photo by ECHA Communications.
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