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GS1 bar codes are not used by suppliers in B2B supply 
chains.  B2B supply chains use part numbers

• GS1 bar codes are used to identify packaged consumer goods so that high-street retailers 
can scan the goods at the checkout till to identify the price and to manage stock levels  

• The bar code relates to the packaged goods – it does not relate to individual articles 
inside the packaging

• A GS1 bar code is only able to identify the article in the limited case where the consumer 
product which is being supplied is itself an article and the bar code is printed on the product 
instead of on the packaging.  

• For example, a bar code which is printed onto a rubber duck does identify an article 
because in this case the rubber duck itself is an article.    

• Suppliers in B2B supply chains do not use GS1 bar codes when they supply their components 
and assemblies.  

• Suppliers in B2B supply chains use part numbers.  Business customers specify the 
supplier part numbers on their purchase orders, or they specify their customer part 
numbers on the purchase order which the supplier fulfils with the supplier part numbers



GTIN 5000394017825 is a pack of 12 Duracell AA 
batteries (part number MN1500 and battery type LR6) 



GTIN 5000394017641 is a pack of 4 Duracell AA 
batteries (part number MN1500 and battery type LR6) 



Suppliers use part numbers to identify objects and part 
names/types to describe objects

• The bar code is not printed on the battery!

• Supplier part number and battery type are printed on the battery



B2B suppliers do not use UNSPSC, GPC or CN codes

Even for consumer 
products, many OEMS do 
not use UNSPSC, GPC or 
CN codes.  For example, 
the article information 
sheet published by 
Duracell for their alkaline 
batteries provides 
extensive information 
about the battery types 
but does not include a 
UNSPSC, GPC or CN code 
https://www.batteriesplus.
com/image/sds-Duracell-
Alkaline

https://www.batteriesplus.com/image/sds-Duracell-Alkaline
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ECHA should enable OEMs to use the supplier part names to 
describe the supplier article part numbers in the database

• Requiring industry to collect information on object-based category descriptions in their 
supply chains would be a considerable additional burden.  

• Costs to industry would be excessive compared to the questionable benefits to 
consumers and the waste industry to have access to object-based category 
descriptions in the database

• Enabling OEMs to use the supplier part names to describe the supplier article part 
numbers in the ECHA database would enable consumers to make practical use of the 
Article 33 submissions in the ECHA database to understand which articles in the complex 
object contain REACH Candidate List substances

• Linking the “safe use information” to the supplier part name for the article in the 
ECHA database would help consumers and waste recyclers to understand what 
actions they should take to avoid exposure to REACH Candidate List substances


